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ETHICAL INVESTMENT 


NOW THERE IS A 
REAL CHOICE 

We offer an excellent selection of investment funds 
to those who want good financial returns but are 
unwilling to sacrifice principle. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO 

COMPROMISE 

) 

You CAN avoid your money going into armaments, 
alcohol, tobacco,gambling, nuclear power, 
the exploitation of animals, South Africa.... and can 
positively support pollution control, conservation of 
the environment and recycling of resources. 

Socially responsible investment can now be geared to:- 

• PENSIONS • LUMP SUM INVESTMENT 
• MORTGAGE POLICIES 
O LIFE ASSURANCE O REGULAR SAVINGS 

CHERRILL GLAVEY A 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 


IN THE FOREFRONT OF SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT 


8, St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford, Oxon. Teh 0491 32278 



All for 
Jesus 

OXFORD will never be quite the same again. Even a city 
so used to demonstrations of all shades of opinion had 
never seen anything like this before. Shopkeepers came 
out to stare, tourists gawped and little children waved as 
4,000 praying and singing Christians of all denominations 
and from all over Oxfordshire, from Wantage to Thame, 
from Banbury to Abingdon, walked cheefully through the 
city streets in torrential rain on Saturday, September 16. 
The march, like those in Milton Keynes and Reading, was 
part of a nationwide March for Jesus which brought a 
quarter of a million Christians on to the streets at the 
same time to witness to Him and to pray for the coming 
of His Kingdom in Britain. After a pre-march assembly 
in South Parks, linked live to centres in London, Edin- 
burgh, Cardiff, Birmingham and Belfast, the sea of ban- 
ners, umbrellas and balloons set off up “The High" 
stretching at one time from one end of it to the other. 
“When it rains like this we say He is pouring out His 
love", said one woman happily stepping over the puddles 
and the radiance of her smile was proof enough that He 
was. Photo: Christopher Love. 


Inside The DOOR 


God in the life of Douglas Hurd 

P2 

The dangers of Halloween 

P6 

Hearing God's Call 

P 8 
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TheWorldShop 


WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 

On the A34 in Woodstock Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 








Page 2 


The Door, October 1989 


HARRISON AU PAIR BUREAU 

AU PAIRS AVAILABLE 

for three months or longer, wonderful for 
working mothers, welcome help during the 
school holidays — for only £25 a week. 

Telephone: (0635) 60149 

(9am to 8pm Mon-Sat) 


fail 
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'Residential 
J Care Home Ltd 

OPENING SHORTLY 

• A beautiful home for the elderly, minutes 
from Oxford city centre. 

• Provides constant care whilst promoting 
opportunities for independence and privacy. 

For further information and a brochure, contact: 
The General Administrator & Head of Home , 

St Andrews Residential Care Home Ltd., 

184 London Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 9EE 

Telephone: (0865) 741752 


SECURE RETIREMENT 
ASSOCIATION (Headington) LTD 

TWO STUDIO FLATS 

For sale £57,500 and £59,950 

EMDEN HOUSE provides retirement ac- 
commodation of excellent quality for 
mainly professional and academic 
people. 

Further details available from The 

Administrator, Emden House, Barton 
Lane, Headington, Oxford 0X3 9JU 
Tel: Oxford 60217 


THE DUNCAN 99 SET 

THREE ITEMS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE: Cassock - Surplice - 
Prayer or Reader Scarf 

A DOUBLE BREASTED CASSOCK IM TER YL ERE & BARATHEA 
QUALITY MIXTURE FABRIC. 

SUITABLE FOR LADIES AMD GEMTLEMEM. 

With 3 stitched-in pleats that stay in place when the 
cassock is washed. Two generous pockets with 
pocket slots and plenty of flowing room for style and 
speed. Fastened with 4 buttons which can be moved 
for a better fit. And most important, it is fully washable 
and drip dry. 

A FULL CATHEDRAL SURPLICE. In any length or size 
w'th either Gothic or Straight sleeves. Made in a lovely 
pure white polyester/cotton poplin. 

A PRA YER OR READER SCARF. Made in the style of 
a plain stole shaped at the neck for tidy, comfortable 
wearing. 

THIS SET OF 3 ITEMS COSTS ONLY £99 - Plus £3 for P&P. 

If you would rather have a 39 button cassock instead just add £12 to the total 
cost. No further discounts can be given off this special set price. 

DUNCAN VESTMENTS LTD 

27 High Street. Ironbridge. Telford. Shropshire TF8 7AD. 
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■ TAX EFFICIENT SAVINGS PLANS 

■ SICKNESS & ACCIDENT BENEFIT 

■ PERMANENT HEALTH 

■ LIFE AND ENDOWMENT ASSURANCE 

■ MORTGAGE PROTECTION 

■ CHILDREN’S POLICIES 

■ INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP SCHEMES 

The Ancient Order of Foresters is one of 
Britains oldest and largest friendly societies, 
democratically controlled by the members 
themselves. For more than 150 years the AOF has 
been providing friendship with security. 

To find out more about the benefits and 
insurances offered contact: 

FREEPOST SI 
Hill Avenue, Amersham 
Bucks, HP6 5BR 
or Tel: 0494 433604 


WE OFFER 
YOU MORE 


A MKMIiKK OF 


ten! 




The leap of faith — from 
country church to reality 


4 WHEN I was first 
asked to write in this 
series I declined, for 
two reasons. The first was 
natural inhibition. The se- 
cond was the thought that 
my answer to any question 
about Christian faith was 
bound to be too thin and 
shrivelled to be of much 
sustenance to others. 

But on examination, both 
answers seemed feeble. Even 
faltering witness has a point, 
and there are good precedents 
for the prayer “Lord I believe: 
help thou mine unbelief’. 

Apart from years spent 
abroad I have known four 
village churches, all within 
forty miles of each other. Left 
to myself I would sing the 
Venite or the Te Deum with a 
strong Wessex accent, derived 
from more than two genera- 
tions of stentorian sextons. 
Over more than fifty years, the 
services I go to have changed 
hardly at all. The churches 
now have heating — but no 
longer a rector apiece. Eight 
o'clock service in a thick black 
school overcoat is an ex- 
perience of the past. 





Douglas Hurd 


Peaceful 

But the sheaves are still in 
front of the altar at harvest 
festival; the church is still 
crowded, then and at 
Christmas and Easter; in 
February the snowdrops are 
thick in the churchyard around 
the yew, and we use none 
other than the Book of 
Common Prayer. 

This combination for 
peaceful reflection and 
reassurance has lost none of its 
power, and like the rest of us 
in the village I would bitterly 
miss any part of it. The rector 
who tried to modernise the 
words of “We plough the 
fields and scatter’’ did not last 
long. 

The fact that this experience 
is no longer typical does not 
make it less real or less 
valuable. Of course, I know 
the danger of it. When Burke 
wrote his famous lament for 


Marie Antoinette, Tom Paine 
accused him of pitying the 
plumage but forgetting the 
dying bird. It can likewise be 
argued that tradition and 
beauty can smother reality. 

Continuity * 

This seems, to put it mild- 
ly, less than a convincing ex- 
cuse for Rite A, but I do not 
want to pursue that argument 
here. A friend of mine, now a 
bishop, chided me when we 
were schoolboys for being 
more concerned with the 
splendours of college chapel 
than with the reality of 
Christian teaching. But I do 
not accept that, then or now. > 
Beautiful buildings and music 
should be a help to faith, not 
a distraction. So, for me, is the 
quiet and gentle continuity of 
a village church. 

But life is not all Sunday. 
The parable of the seed which 


fell among thorns and was 
choked by the cares and 
pleasures of this world is often 
in my mind. I believe that the 
universe is based on an in- 
telligent order of which on this 
planet man is the chief trustee. 

It seems to me extremely 
unlikely that we are just bits of 
machinery with a lifespan of 
eighty or ninety years. If there 
is immortality in each human 
being then the purely humanist 
approach to human relations is 
inadequate. 

It is not enough to be decent, 
just and broadminded. To 
those qualities need to be 
added the virtues of humility 
and forgiveness, and the 
knowledge that without help 
from God our individual com- 
bination of qualities is not 
going to be much good. 

Thorns 

The leap from this point to 
the Christian doctrines of 
grace and atonement is a leap 
of faith, but across, it seems 
to me, a manageable gulf. 

The Home Secretary is con- 
fronted, red box by red box. 
with a mass of individual 
cases. The police officer 
appealing against a 
disciplinary award, the refugee 
seeking asylum, the criminal 


with a life sentence, the 
foreign court seeking extradi- 
tion of an alleged offender — 
all find the Home Secretary’s 
signature on the decision 
reached. 

He no longer, thank 
heavens, has a power of life or 
death but cardinals and bishops 
write to him when they believe 
a case has been unjustly 
decided. 

Humbling 

He has constantly to 
balance the rights of the in- 
dividual citizen against the 
right of the community to pro- 
tection from particular evils, 
and in particular crime. 

These are humbling duties, 
because they often involve 
prying into the inner processes 
of another human being. The 
Bible and the traditional 
teachings of the Church com- 
bine a tough realism about 
human nature with a belief in 
the possibility of amendment 
of life and a certainty that the 
final judgement is with God, 
not man. I find that combina- 
tion convincing and helpful. 

Manageable 

I would like to make bolder 
claims about the role of Chris- 
tian faith in a politician's life; 
but my inhibitions remain, the 
thorns are thick, and the 
translation of Christian 
theories into political decisions 
is rarely straightforward. 

All I can say is that my job 
would be much more daunting 
than it is were it not for 
the beliefs in which I was 
brought up. and which 
imperfectly I try to 
sustain. 

The Rt Hon Douglas Hurd 
CBE , MP , was born in 
Marlborough . After Eton , 
where he was a Scholar , he 
went on to Cambridge Univer- 
sity where he acquired the 
double distinction of becoming 
President of the Union and 
getting a First Class degree in 
History. He was a diplomat 
before becoming MP for Mid 
Oxfordshire (1974-83), then 
Wimey (1983 until now). From 
1984 to 1985 he was Secretary 
of State of Northern Ireland 
before moving to his present 
position as Home Secretary. 
He is also the author of a 
number of political thrillers. 
Mr Hurd Jives near Witney 
with his wife, Judy and their 
two small children. 

NEXT TIME: The Revd 
David Winter, the Bishop 
of Oxford’s officer for 
Evangelism. 




All your dancewear 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage . 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and 
Gymnastic Leotards 
available. 

7a East St Helen’s 


Street, Abingdon. 
Tel: (0235) 554060 



ST MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCH 
BURGHFIELD, READING 
BERKS 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 

OUR HERITAGE 
IN FLOWERS 

Also on 

OCTOBER 21 

A CONCERT 

by the 

THAMES WIND BAND 

at 7.30 in aid of the Church 
Urban Fund. 

Tickets £3.00 and £2.00 

TEL: 0735 292730 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, 
and is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 14th 
October for boys between seven and nine to sing in 
the Cathedral Choir. Choristers receive boarding 
preparatory education at the Cathedral School with 
a scholarship of E2130-E2244 per annum. 
Please write to: 

The Headmaster. Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street. OXFORD OX1 1QW 
Tel: Oxford 242561 
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Women’s ministry 
plea for openness 


“WAITING in a gentle but per- 
sistent way has been our ap- 
proach for many years, but the 
time had come for us to push 
ahead with all the support we 
can muster,” said Alison Peber- 
dy, a vice-moderator of the 
Movement for the Ordination of 
Women and a lay representative 
of the Oxford Diocese on the 
General Synod, at a meeting at 
Dorchester Abbey on September 
7. 

Some 50 clergy and lay 
members of MOW in the Ox- 
ford Diocese were present to 
hear Ms Peberdy as she looked 


ahead to the crucial elections to 
the General Synod in 1990 and 
the subsequent voting on 
women’s ordination to the 
priesthood in the General Synod 
of 1992/3. 

She pleaded for a series of 
open meetings at Parish level on 
the pros and cons of ordaining 
women to the priesthood. She 
said it was surprising how many 
churchgoers had not faced the 
issue of women’s ministry. Not 
only did their attention need to 
be engaged but those who were 
in theory supporters of MOW 
needed to be challenged to 


One World concern 


A NEW organisation was born 
on September 7. Called Chris- 
tian Concern for One World 
(CCOW). It has emerged from 
the Diocesan One Per Cent 
Working Group. 

CCOW will continue to own, 
administer and promote the One 
Per Cent World Development 
appeal and to come under the 
Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility. However, it 
represents a broadening of the 
group’s original aims. 

“We want to focus peoples’ 
minds upon the issues of justice, 
peace and the integrity of crea- 
tion and why they are not 
peripheral concerns but central 
to the Gospel and, therefore, 
essential ingredients for spiritual! 

growth and a right relationship 
with God,” said Susan Cole- 
King, chairman of CCOW. 

A number of other denomina- 
tions have agreed to participate 
and it is hoped that eventually 


CCOW will have its own full- 
time coordinator. 

CCOW’s committee includes 
Ann Borrowdale, the Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Officer, 
Helen Stanton from Christian 
Aid, Gillian Poole, Church 
Missionary Society and David 
Meara, Diocesan Development 
Representative. Further details 
from Susan Cole-King. 
Telephone 086730 7911. 


Didcot HQ 

THE national HQ of the Baptist 
Union and the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society has been 
transferred to Didcot. 

The two organisations, up to 
now based in London, have 
taken over an office block in 
Broadway formerly occupied by 
Oxfordshire District Council. It 
has been renamed Baptist 
House. 


become practical supporters. 

“We must share our vision of 
a whole ministry — a vision of 
the Church we are longing and 
praying for — Paul’s idea of the 
New Creation, Jesus’ vision of 
the Kingdom of God,” she said. 

Honesty would compel MOW 
supporters to focus people’s 
minds on the integrity of a 
Church which had decided years 
ago that there were no 
theological reasons against the 
ordination of women but seem- 
ed too afraid to do anything 
about it. Members of the Church 
of England needed to be 
challenged to think of the im- 
plications if the legislation fail- 
ed to get through in 1992. 

There would be a lowering of 
morale amongst many clergy but 
especially among women 
deacons, and there could also be 
a loss of personnel at a time 
when the whole Church was 
troubled by falling numbers of 
ordinands. There might possibly 
be disorder too. 

In the discussion which 
* followed Lady Penny Nairne, 
Chairman of the Oxford Diocese 
MOW, read out a message of 
. encouragement from the Bishop 
of Oxford in which he looked 
forward to the time when the full 
potential of women’s ministry 
would be realised in the Church 
of England. 

“It has been taboo subject,” 
one member said. ‘We must get 
women’s ministry talked about 
in an open way — ideally before 
next year’s annual parochial 
meetings. If it remains a closed 
subject — fear will paralyse us 
from acting.” 





victorious 



GLOBAL WINDOW 


Memorial 

THERE will be a memorial ser- 
vice at Christ Church Cathedral 
on Saturday, October 7 at 1 lam 
for Bishop Patrick’s wife, 
Margaret Rodger. 

Fox radio 

FOX FM is the new radio sta- 
tion to serve the Oxfordshire and 
West Buckinghamshire areas: 
On Sundays a 6am- 10am 
Breakfast Show, presented by 
Paul Evans, will include a 
what’s on of Christian events 
and a 7.50am and 8.50am 
“Thought for the Day” spot 
with local church representatives 
which will go out live. 

On weekdays there will be an 
11.50pm “Thought for Mid- 
night” which on Fridays will 
feature the Bishop of Oxford. 


by John Madeley 


Two worlds in our one world 


IT’S great to think that we live in one 
world — but how reality tells us different- 
ly! Some years ago I walked down a street 
in the Sri Lankan town of Kandy. I walk- 
ed past family after family that was 
preparing to spend the night on the pave- 
ment. Miniature houses were being 
carefully laid out, a cardboard box here, 
a piece of cloth to lie on there. 

Arriving back at the hotel where I was 
staying at the bottom of that street, a tor- 
rential storm broke. As I looked around 
at the other guests of that hotel, I was 
painfully and helplessly aware of the two 
worlds in Kandy that night — the pro- 
tected world of those who could afford a 
roof over their heads, the drenched world 
of those who did not have the money for 
such a luxury. 


Sinfully, we have divided the one world 
that God gave us into two worlds, we 
have ignored Biblical teachings on jubilee 
and tithing that would help to build one 


world. It’s easier to tinker around at the 
edges. Even holding a “one world week’’ 
once a year is of little value unless we face 
up to our divided world — and work 
every week of the year to bring it about. 

There are, of course, paradoxes. Why 
is it that people who have little money are 
often much better at sharing than people 
who have a great deal? Why is there so 
often a joy and fellowship in materially 
poor communities that is not often seen 
in the West? 

But then, poverty should not be 
glamourised. The pain in the face of a 
mother whose child is dying of an illness 
that could be prevented if only an inex- 
pensive medicine was available is pain, 
not glamour. 

In the western world we have much to 
give the developing world — but we also 
have much to receive from them. A will- 
ingness to give and to receive would lead 
to a sharing that could enrich our lives 
beyond measure. 


One World Week (October 22-29) 
reminds us of how far we have strayed 
from one world; we might see it as an 
opportunity and a call to make the 
sacrifices needed to build it. For just as 
. two worlds are all around us, so also is 
God’s one world waiting to come into 
being. 

“Value for people’’ is the theme of this 
year’s One World Week. How do we 
value the contribution of others, indeed, 
how do we value God? 

“I am homeless”, read the placard that 
a young man was holding at Paddington 
station the other evening. Commuters 
hurried by to get home to their suburban 
semis or wherever, testimony to two 
worlds. 

When I looked at that placard again, 
it was really saying: “I am Jesus” 
The value that those of us who live in a 
world with roofs over our heads accord 
to those who lack one is surely the way 
we value Jesus. 


OXFORD Diocese have won the Church Times Interdiocesan 
Cricket Cup for the first time. In the final at the Walker Ground, 
Southgate in London on September 7 they beat Rochester by 75 
runs despite a start delayed while a ball of acceptable quality was 
purchased! Both teams were appearing in the final for the first time. 

In glorious sunshine and with a good wicket, Oxford batted first. 
Weston and Hirst blunted the Rochester attack. Brown scored four 
but stayed, tiring bowlers out before Wingfield-Digby and Hughes 
pushed on to provide the mainstay of a total of 194 for five after 
50 overs. 

After a disastrous start Rochester were three wickets down for 
just eight runs. After the intial collapse, Lanham and McDougall 
added 87 runs but each finally succumbed to Samways’ tidy bowl- 
ing (five wickets). Wingfield-Digby worked away and was rewarded 
with three wickets and Rochester were all out after 45.4 overs for 
1 19. Oxford played cohesively, fielded well, and were just better 
all round on the day. 

Cricket aside, the occasion itself was a memorable one, mark- 
ing as it did the end of one era and the beginning of another. In 
the gathering dusk Bernard Palmer, the retiring Editor of the Church 
Times , whose last issue had appeared that day, presented the cup. 
By popular request it was received by Canon Hugh Pickles, the 
doyen of Oxford Diocesan cricket who is soon to retire. Despite 
illpess he had managed to get to the match and was well-rewarded. 

As for the crowd — there was not a lager lout in sight, the children 
under control and there were a few locals who nearly had fits when 
they found they were talking to a bishop in mufti. r T.L. 

• Pictured is the winning Oxford team (back 1 to r): Graham 
Tomlin, Brian Mountford, John Hughes, Anthony Priddis, John 
Samways, captain. Canon Hugh Pickles, Andrew Wingfield-Digby, 
Simon Brown, Andrew Rose, Tom Thorp; (foreground): Adrian 
Hirst, Simon Weston, John Gordon. Photo: Richard Watt . 


What local links? 

THE Faith in the City report encourages churches to be more in- 
volved in the local community but where do they begin! St Mary’s 
Aylesbury, which this year celebrates ten years of being a com- 
munity church, is hosting a day conference on the subject on 
November 4. 

There will be a speaker from 
the British Council of Churches 
Community Work Unit and 
presentations and displays from 
other churches in the Diocese 
which are involved in communi- 
ty projects. 

The cost of the conference is 
£3 including food (unwaged 
£1.50). There is reasonable 
wheelchair access and a creche 
is available if booked in ad- 
vance. Further details from 
Jeremy Scothen, St Mary’s 
Chqrch, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP20 1JJ. 0296 28518. 


Bishop’s Cross 

THE Bishop of Reading’s new 
silver cross has been designed 
and made by the Revd Ian 
Holdsworth, Vicar of Cogges, 
Witney. Mr Holdsworth, a 
silversmith by training, worked 
in the jewellery industry in Hat- 
ton Garden for three years 
before his ordination. He has 
based his design on the Celtic 
knot symbol of eternity. 

The cross is a gift to the Ven. 
John Bone from his family. 


PRESCOTT 



DESIGN ASSOCIATES 


14 St ondingford House . Cove Street Oxford 0X4 I BA 


£f Promotional Literature 
// Corporate Identity 
// Graphic Design 
//Typography 
//Calligraphy 
//Advertising 
U Illustration 
// Artwork 





el: (0865) 790048 Fox: (0865) 791838 


CLIVE 

WAYLAND 

ASSOCIATES 

Chartered Surveyors 

Hf 



55 High Street, Waddesdon 
Bucks HP1 8 OJB 
Telephone (0926) 658440 

For friendly advice and professional service oo: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 
Quantity Surveying Design Services Insurance Claims 

Building Disputes Planning Applications 


CALDICOTT 

(Boarding and Day Boys' 
Preparatory School, IAPS) 

For September 1 990 

A limited number of academic awards, up to full fees, 
is being offered to boys of high academic potential, 
currently attending State Schools, and aged between 
10 and 11 on September 1st 1990. 

Examinations: 

MONDAY-TUESDAY 
MARCH 19th/20th 1990 

Full details and application forms from: 

The Headmaster 
CALDICOTT 

Farnham Royal, Bucks SL2 3SL 
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Funeral Directors 



H. C. Grimstead Ltd Es«,bi»h.d 

Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

our, mm m smrtmmm 

Harefield 
0895 822297 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


ST JOHN'S COLLEGE 
CHOIR, CAMBRIDGE 


A trial of boys' voices for this world-famous 
Choir will be held on Saturday, 14 October 
1989, at St John's College, at 9am. 
Choristers are educated at St John's College 
School and are awarded Scholarships which 
are worth £3,450 a year. Candidates should 
not be younger than 7 years, nor be older than 
9% years, on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to the College Organist for 
particulars, quoting No. 10. 


RETIRE 

with Independence and Security 

PANGBOURNE, BERKS 



Luxury flats and cottages located in the centre of the Thames-side 
village of Pangbourne, with gardens to the River Pang; a clear fast 
flowing trout stream. Resident Warden with 24 hour alarm service. 
This select development provides a unique opportunity to acquire 
a retirement home within walking distance of all facilities and main 
line railway to Reading, London and the West Country. 
Available: One 1-bedroomed Flat and Two 2-bedroomed Cottages. 

Prices from £74,200 to £90,000 
All prices include garage, fully fitted kitchen and carpets. The 
development is now complete. The site is managed by The Hanover 
Housing Association and the Warden is in residence. 

The Showhouse and all available flats can be viewed on Saturdays 
and Sundays from 2pm - 4.30pm. 

Kylment Limited, P.O. Box 25, Pangbourne, RG8 7EF. 

Telephone; (07357) 4726 
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PERMAMENT 
WEIGHT LOSS 
PROGRAMME 


SLIMTONE7 

DIET BELT™ 




FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SLIMMING 
HISTORY, A MEDICALLY APPROVED 
WEIGHT REDUCER. NO MEDICINE ... 
NO FORCED DIETS ... AND NO 
SURGERY OR EXERCISING 
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Side Effects: Experience on 6,000 patients 
has revealed absolutely no side-effects by 
using this simple, very comfortable Diet 
Belt™. Remember, you can always remove 
your Diet Belt™ anytime you like. 

The most recent scientific device, if worn 
correctly will reduce your body weight and 
size within days. Will reduce your food intake 
within minutes after wearing it. 

Send no money, telephone for more details 
now! 

TEL: 0923 37913 



A wedding close to home 



The Archdeacon of Oxford with his daughter Victoria and 
her new husband Christopher Dawe, pictured at Christ 
Church. See first story. Photo: Oxford and County 
Newspapers. 


W HEN Victoria Wes- 
ton married Christo- 
pher Dawe, she had 
no excuse for arriving late at 
Christ Church Cathedral 
because her parents live just 
across the quadrangle. Her 
father is the Archdeacon of Ox- 
ford, the Venerable Frank 
Weston (pictured right with his 
wife Penelope, and the couple 
were married by the Revd 
David Weston, the Ar- 
chdeacon’s brother. The 
celebrant and preacher was 
Canon John Fenton who, as it 
happened, married Frank and 
Penelope Weston 26 years ago. 

Half-century 

Chamberlain’s broadcast on 
that warm September morning 
50 years ago has been much in 
the news. In the Diocese there 
are three happier golden an- 
niversaries to celebrate. As the 
young men of Hambleden went 
off to war, and the Revd 
Wilfred Watts lost his altar 
servers, a young lad offered his 
help. He was Charles Gray, 
who is still a server today. 

Not so far away in Goring on 
Thames Norman Tull and Bill 
Irvine were admitted to the of- 
fice of server on October 2, 
1939 and they are still going 
strong (see photo). Norman has 
also been Ringing Master since 
1973 while Bill has been Clerk 
to the Parish Council since 1953. 

Finally, on October 8, 1939, 
Charles Young married his 
wife Jill and they lived happily 
ever after. Now 74, Charles 
may well be the oldest resident 
of Fulmer, having been born 
there and baptised, confirmed 
and married at St James’ Church 
where he is Churchwarden. 

Well played 

From the past very much into 
the present with the Church 
Times cricket cup coming home 
to this Diocese, we ought to 
mention that this is not our first 
sporting triumph this summer. 
At the Inter-Diocesan Golf 
Tournament at Frilford Heath 
near Oxford in July, Oxford 
came ninth in the Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group Cup but first in 
both the Church Illustrated Cup 
and the Tomczyk Tankard 
where handicaps are taken into 
consideration. 

Twenty dioceses took part and 
the Oxford team were Bob 
Stapleton, Peter McEachran, 
Andrew Wingfield-Digby and 
Anthony Priddis. Dormant 
golfing clergy are invited to con- 
tact Bob Stapleton for more in- 


formation about the Oxford 
Clergy Golfing Society. 

High jump 

Thougn some might call 
parachute jumping madness, 
rather than sport, Polly Vacher, 
a Drayton housewife and mother 
of three is not to be put off. On 
Sunday, October 15 she is mak- 
ing a free fall jump of 12,000 
feet strapped to an RAF 
parachute instructor, at Weston- 
on-the-Green. It is all in aid of 
the Church Urban Fund and in 
the face of such a courageous 
gesture who could resist her re- 
quest “to support it 
generously’’. 

Fund-raiser 

For those who prefer games 
of a more gentle variety they 
have had a brilliant idea in Islip 


for boosting St Nicholas’ 
restoration fund. They are 
marketing “The Islip Game’’, a 


cheerful little pafcket of cards in 
heraldic colours and special dice 
with letters, shields and weasels 
on them instead of spots. 

It has been devised by the 
games designers Finch and Scott 
of Milton Common who also 
designed “The Bodleian 
Game’’. It is hoped that it will 
be marketed through local shops 
but in any case you can get it for 
£3 from Islip Rectory, 3 The 
Rise, Islip, Oxford OX5 2TG. 


Safe driving 

Sadly, far too many people 
regard driving as a game — 
which is perhaps why 100 peo- 
ple are killed each year on the 
roads of Oxfordshire alone. Dr 
Anne Borrowdale the Social 
Responsibility Officer for the 
Diocese has just passed her Ad- 
vanced Driving Test, and says: 

“The skills required of an ad- 
vanced motorist are rather like 
the qualities demanded of Chris- 
tians. If we all tried to drive 
with patience, gentleness, kind- 
ness and above all self control, 
the roads would be a lot safer,’’ 
she says. 

She strongly recommends Ad- 
vanced Motoring and anyone 
wanting to know more should 
contact: The Institute of Ad- 
vanced Motorists, 359 Chiswick 
High Road, London W4 4HS 
for details of a local group. 

Sorry! 

Apologies to the Revd Dr Dietrich 
Schuld and the Rector of Berk - 
hamsted. On pag 13 of the 
September DOOR under a picture 
of a clergyman blessing the boats 
at the annual Mars worth Boat Ser- 
vice we said it was the Rector of 
Berkhamsted . Although he gave the 
address , the photograph was of Dr 
Schuld who conducted the service. 



Bill Irvine (left), Ringing Master, and Norman Tull, with 
half-a-century of service. See story, “Half-century”. Photo : 
Andrew Laenen. 


Finding it hard to manage on 
your pension? 

WE NOW HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR ANYBODY AGED 55 
OR OVER, WHO OWNS THEIR OWN HOUSE/FLAT 

(Minimum value £30,000) 

We have several schemes available for the retired home-owner 
wishing to improve their income. 

A cash lump sum can be taken as well as a monthly payment. 
This is arrangd using a selection of Building Societies enabling 
you to maintain ownership of your property. 

For further details please telephone: 

(0227) 277906 (Ansaphone Service ) 

If you wish please return coupon below for a quotation without 
any obligation. 

EMMETT JONES & CO 

CHESTER HOUSE, 2 OXFORD STREET,' 
WHITSTABLE, KENT CT5 1DD 

Approved representative of DBS Management Pic. 

Name 

Address 


Tel: 

Age Value of Property £ 

Consumer Credit Licence No. 228816 Dept TD 


Holloway’s 0 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete or part contents 
to a single item — Sell it by Auction — Free Pre Sale 
Advice. 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 8PF. TEL: (0295) 53197 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

* 1 Vi miles from Oxford city centre * home from home * 
24 hour's professional care * fully centrally heated * lovely 
gardens * all amenities are available * hair dresser and 
chiropodist available * short or long stay. 

For further details telephone Mrs Harrison (SRN) 
on Oxford (0865) 864621 
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A question of looking forward 


The Editor talks to Archdeacon John Bone on the eve of his 
consecration as Bishop of Reading. 


Why do you think you were 
chosen to be a bishop? 

I was astonished when I was 
appointed Archdeacon, and 
equally so when Bishop Richard 
said to me: “I want you to be 
the next Bishop of Reading.” 
That’s not just being falsely 
modest. I really don’t know. 

Let’s go back in time. When 
did you decide to be ordained 
and was there an actual mo- 
ment of decision? 

I don’t think there was a mo- 
ment. I think this was something 
which seized me over a period 
of time. Towards the end of my 
school career I was feeling that 
I was being called. I think it 
began with various avenues be- 
ing closed. This sometimes 
happens. 

You feel that you are being 
channelled down a certain way 
because others are being shut 
off. I suppose it was not really 
until after I left. school and did 
my time in National Service that 
it became clear to me. 

Teaching 

When you were Vicar of Dat- 
chet you taught Religious Edu- 
cation in a local school and 
also qualified as a teacher. Do 
you think it was then that you 
became interested in the field 
of Social Responsibility? 

I don’t think I can point to any 
particular moment when I began 
to feel this was something I 
wanted to be involved in. I sup- 
pose I was very much influenc- 
ed by the 60’s. 

It was a time of tremendous 
opening out of the Church and 
I think it was then that I was im- 
pressed by the need for the 
Church to be aware of what was 
happening in the world around 
it and to try in some way to re- 
spond to it and see what it was 
that God was saying to Chris- 
tians about what was going on 
around them. 

The Church is sometimes 
criticised for getting too in- 
volved in politics and social 
problems. Do you think that 
the Church should have a view 
on such issues as homelessness, 
the National Health Service 
and so on? 

I don’t think it should just 
have a view, but actually should 
demonstrate its conviction by 
being engaged in these areas. If 
you are going to be engaged 
with homelessness you’ve got to 
have some kind of sacrament 
about it in the sense that you as 
a Church have something which 
you are doing in that field. 
Similarly, if you are going to be 
taken seriously in Education 


you’ve got to have been involv- 
ed somewhere along the line 
practically. 

The same applies to race. But 
the Church cannot do every- 
thing. It needs to seek out those 
who are also engaged in these 
particular concerns. 

Some might say that the 
Church ought to be more oc- 
cupied with personal salvation 
than with social problems? 

Of course, the Church is in- 
volved in the matter of personal 
salvation. But the Bible is not 
just about personal salvation. 
The great strand in The Prophets 
is about justice in society. 

Archdeacons are generally 
known as 4 drains and gutters’ 
people who are concerned with 
buildings and administration 
rather than with pastoral mat- 
ters. You aren’t what one im- 
agines to be the typical arch- 
deacon. 

One of the things that has hap- 
pened in the last decade has been 
the growth of the professional 
people like surveyors and archi- 
tects who surround the Arch- 
deacon. 

I think you’ve got to be in- 
terested in buildings, particular- 
ly churches and vicarages but 
interested in them for reasons 
that are to do with people and 
the worship of God. Where peo- 
ple live and the conditions in 
which they live are important 
parts of ministry. 

What do you think are the 
primary tasks of a bishop? 

Well it must be to lead — 
whatever that means. It must be 
to teach and help those who are 
local leaders in the Church to do 
their job by providing them with 
the resources which they need to 
grow and develop as Christians. 
It will also be important for me 
to get to know how the world in 
Berkshire operates and how the 
Church ought to be relating to 
that. 

Speaking out 

Will you be an outspoken 
bishop? 

I shan’t be frightened to speak 
out. I am not by nature a per- 
son who seeks publicity or im- 
presses my views on other 
people so in that sense I won’t 
be outspoken. But if I am asked 
for my view on this or that, I 
hope I won’t feel inhibited b; J 
the extra responsibility of bein 
a bishop. 

Some might say it’s a diffjj 
( time to become a bishop. 31 
you worried about the si 
the Church, not in the “ 
particularly but in gei 

I think it’s always bed 



GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm which 
does nothing else but copy and restore old 
photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits , faded snaps from the old box 
Brownie, photographs in any condition can be copied, 
improved and reproduced to full archival standards of 
performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON, 0X7 6UP 
Telephone (060871) 8184 


difficult to be in the Church and 
there will always be difficulties. 
Of course there are things which 
one feels anxious about. But 
then I look at history and see that 
there have always been prob- 
lems but that they are out- 
weighed by the things which are 
good and growing and vital in 
the life of the Church. 

I; do recognise the dangers, 
and also acknowledge that the 
Church has got to be aware of 
change but I would be fearful if 
the Church just went on for cen- 
turies in the same way. 

Women’s ordination 

It may well be that you are a 
bishop when the ordination of 
women gets official sanction 
and you might then have an 
exodus of some clergy and lay 
people. Are you concerned 
about it? 

Yes. Iam actually a member 
of the Movement for the Ordina- 
tion of Women and I feel strong- 
ly that women have a plac^jp 
the ministry of the Church^^ 
that we need to recog 
and do somethij 



ordination of women but to all 
sorts of other things as well. I 
think that one of the real fears 
that I and a lot of other people 
have about the Church is that it 
could become fearful and intro- 
vert and conscious of its own 
boundaries. 

It might tend to exclude and 
frighten people who aren’t yet 
ready to be committed in the 
way that some of us might like 
to see and not be able to hold 
them in some relationship. I see 
that as a danger of the Church 
itself pushing people out of its 
boundaries because they can’t 
agree whereas the Church of 
England has always been inclu- 
sive. 

That’s why it’s so exasperat- 
ing to people who cannot under- 
stand it. Iam rather a pragmatic 
person and tend not to get too 
anxious about things not actually 
fitting too well. I think that if 
you relate to people and gain 
their trust 


already. It will be important to 
focus on what they are doing and. 
making them realise what they 
are up to, as well as finding new 
ways of living the Gospel. 

It is well know that your fami- 
ly are very important to you. 
Could you tell me something 
about them? 

Yes my family has always 
been tremendously important to 
me. We have five children and 
the four eldest have now grown 
up and left home. Sarah is a 
sister at the King Edward the 
VII Hospital in Windsor and is 
married with two children. 
Elizabeth is a marketing 
manager with the Oxford 
University Press, Nicholas is 
Company Stage Manager with 
the Actors Touring Company 
and 25-year-old Stephen has just 
married and is a radio engineer 
for a local radio station in 
Stockton on Tees. Our youngest 
son Patrick is 16 and still lives at 
home. He hopes to go into the 
building trade and the move will 
be hardest for him as it will 
mean leaving his many friends 
behind. I suspect there are go- 
ing to be a few broken hearts 
because there is always some 
girl or other ringing him up in 
the evening! Patrick is adopted 
and we first met him through 
our daughter, Elizabeth, who 
brought him home from a 
nursery, where she worked on 


her day off. After that he was a 
regular visitor to the house and 
when the nursery decided to 
look for a foster home for him 
it seemed natural that he should 
stay with us. Then nine years 
later when he was 1 1 it was his 
turn to make a choice and we 
asked him if he would like the 
family to adopt him. To our 
delight he said “yes”. He was 
then called Stephen and he said 
he would have to have a new 
name because he couldn’t have 
the same name as his brother so 
he decided he would be called 
Patrick and was formally 
adopted. 


• The Venerable John Bone 
was born in Devon in 1931. He 
trained at Ely Theological Col- 
lege and his first curacy was at 
St Gabriel* s Pimlico in London. 
Since then his entire ministry has 
been in this Diocese first as 
Curate at Henley , then Vicar of 
Datchet , a position he held for 
13 years. Then followed two 
years as Vicar of Upton-cum- 
Chalvey before he became Arch- 
deacon of Buckingham in 1977. 
He is a qualified teacher and un- 
til recently was Chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility. He will remain 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Parish Resources Council. He is 
married to Ruth and they have 
five children. 


Christians in the field 


GOD’S DOCTORS 
ABROAD, compiled by J. 
F. Mayberry and R. G. 
Mann (Gooday Publishers) 
is the result of a survey, 
conducted by the com- 
pilers, of 500 medical mis- 
sionaries across the world. 

Before embarking on it Dr 
Mayberry had felt that we in 
this country knew little about 
our fellow Christians working 
in the “mission field”. He had 
£ome aware that some mis- 
felL 


BOOKSTALL 


aspects of medical missionary 
work, and much of what is 
written applies to missionary 
work in general. It should be 
compulsory reading for any 
medical person seriously think- 
ing of working as a missionary 
overseas and those closest to 
him. It will be useful, too, to 
non-medical people. 

All the contributors come 
'from an obviously evangelical 
background, and the writing 
ears this stamp. Christians 
bm a different tradition may 
(find this off-putting. Although 
here is much about working 
yfh individual Nationals, 
to find any suggestion 
the receiving Church 
|[d have some authority 
i medical work. 

|ver, the book is a valu- 
[ and I join the com- 
hoping that it will 
any Christians to a 
Trfulness for their 
^lleagues. 

Ursula Hay 
dical doctor, 
yorked with 
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THERE was delight all 
round when eighty-year- 
old Mrs Minna Rears first 
symphony was recently 
performed at a Promenade 
Concert. Her comment 
that “all the dreams I had 
as a teenager are now com- 
ing true, and I feel as if all 
of life is in front of me” 
were remarkable proof 
that it is never too late to 
begin again. 

In the history of Christian- 
ity there are numerous re- 
assuring stories of “new 
beginnings”. St Ignatius, the 
founder of the Jesuits and one 
of the Church’s great mission- 
aries, started off as a soldier. 
Charles Wesley was a tutor in 
Greek at Oxford and a rigid 
High Churchman before he 
became a great popular 
evangelist. Gerard Manley 
Hopkins was a conventional 
priest in a conventional order, 
before emerging as a remark- 
ably unconventional poet. 

In this issue of The DOOR 
a number of so-called “late 
starters” are featured on the 
centre spread and amongst the 
new ordinands on page 11. 
There is Dennis Brazell who 
gave up aPsuccessful career in 
computer management for the 
priesthood; Pat Howard, by 
her own admission a middle- 
aged housewife who is just 
beginning her course for the 
non-stipendiary ministry; and 
John Vellacott, farmer-turned 
insurance representative, and 
grandfather, who will be or- 
dained a deacon on October 1. 

The notion that you make up 
your mind what you want to be 
at 16 or 18 and stick to it has 
died hard, but redundancies 
and increased social mobility 
have made the second start 
almost respectable. In our own 
Diocese, the maximum age at 
which most candidates are 
considered for training for or- 
dination to the Stipendiary 
ministry has now been raised 
to 50 because of the growing 
number of applications from 
older men and women; while 
the joy of the non-stipendiary 
ministry is that it takes people 
on a second journey in which 
the skills and experience of the 
first are combined to develop 
a ministry for God in the 
world. 

In a different sense it is the 
ministry for God in the world 
which all of us are about. We 
are not all called to the ordain- 1 
ed or licensed ministries or to 
compose symphonies. Indeed 
we may not feel particularly] 
called to anything, bt 
whoever we are, bishop or ne 
ordinand. Home Secretary^ 
man or woman in the stre^ 
is sometimes good to rer 
ber the words of John ~ 
Newman: “He has notj 
me for naught. I sha^ 
work. I shall be 
peace, a preacher j 
my own place whil 
ing it — if I do^ J 
Commanding 
knowledge tfa^ 
beginning 


HALLOWE’EN 


Is it fun or folly? 


ARE you planning a Hallowe’en party this year? 
If you have children you will want to have fun 
with them. If you are a teacher or a leader in a 
children’s of young people’s organisation the run 
up to October 31 can be a hectic time of making 
costumes, decorations and organising parties. But 
is it all harmless fun? 

Twenty years ago my wife prepared a 
Hallowe’en/birthday party for our two boys and 
their friends. The vicarage had interesting cellars, 
and here a grotto was made with subdued light- 
ing and a life-size papier-mach£ witch. There 
were shrieks, loads of excitement and much fun, 
but would we do the same today? I think not. 

The last twenty years has seen a crop of oc- 
cult films, climaxing in The Exorcist. Interest in 
the occult has grown to fill the spiritual blank in 
many lives. Witches aFe no longer an Object of 
fun or fantasy. They parade openly on television 
trying to persuade us it is all harmless — just a 
return to the old religion of nature. 

Occult 

Experience tells us otherwise. Many. of the in- 
’quisitive have been harmed by their dabbling in 
the ouija and other occult practices. 

You may ask how does this apply to 
Hallowe’en? The answer is that just below the 
surface of these traditions there are occult powers 
and satanic activity, and we do not want to ask 
the inquisitive or young minds to delve into these 
things. Satan’s two great tricks are to persuade 
us that he doesn’t exist or that he is exciting and 
all powerful. 

We believe that neither is true though there are 
spiritual forces against which the Bible warns. 
Our desire should not be to prevent harmless 
spooky fun but to provide fun in a positive and 
wholesome atmosphere. 

Mischief 

What then is Hallowe’en? The medieval 
Church feast of All Hallows Eve was kept on Oc- 
tober 31, "the same day as the Celtic festival of 
Samhain. This marked the end of the summer, 
laws were re-affirmed and land tenures renew- 
ed. It was the Celtic and Anglo-Saxon new year’s 
eve. 

Bonfires were lit to frighten away evil spirits. 
It was thought that witches, foul fiends and evil 
powers were set loose on that night to disturb the 
natural order of life. 

Modem Hallowe’en owes much of its nomilar- 



ity to a custom imported from America. Hallo- 
we’en American-style is a night of mischief. In 
the 19th Century boys and young men went on 
orgies of vandalism. Today, the custom is con- 
tinued as people’s gates are removed and chil- 
dren knock on doors asking for sweets or cakes 
as a form of “passover” insurance. 

Positive 

There are many positive things we-can do. It 
is great to have a party where we duck for ap- 
ples, or try to eat them while they are stringed 
up. Food and treacle toffee is always welcome 
and a well-controlled bonfire is good fun. How- 
ever other things which have or could have oc- 
cult associations are best left on one side. 

The Bible warns: “Do not let your people prac- 
tice divination or look for omens or use spells 
or charms, and do not let them consult the spirits 
of the dead.” Jesus said: “I have come that you 
might have life and have it abundantly.” 

We are offered nothing less than a sharing in 
the spiritual power which raised Jesus from the 
dead. Is not that the most important thing to ex- 
amine and experience? If it is, we want nothing 
else that will lead children and adults down a 
deceitful blind alley. 

Peter Downham 

The Revd Peter Dowham is Vicar of Grey friars, 
Reading. 
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Back to working 
‘over the shop’ 



FOR all of us it’s “Back to 
work” — whether it’s after a 
holiday away or a holiday at 
home. For many, it’s work 
again after an unbroken period 
of work. 

Since my involvement in 
Milton Keynes as City Centre 
Chaplain, my awareness has 
been raised about people and 
places where the workload ac- 
tually grows during the summer 
months. 

Middleton Hall — a delight- 
fully bright and airy display area 
in the Milton Keynes Shopping 
Centre — teems with life during 
July and August. Amusements 
for children, including a giant 
helter-skelter and merry-go- 
round, make heavy demands on 
parents treating several children 
to rides on all the attractions. 
Clowns abound in the shopping 
centre, paid by the management 
to act as a magnet to children 
and adults alike, while they per- 
form “magical” acts of every 
kind. 

Women have certainly taken 
their opportunity to play the 
clown, and are very successful 
in the field of children’s enter- 
tainment. Small businesses, 
voluntary organisations, en- 
vironmental groups, all jostle for 
space in the promotion area to 
take every opportunity of adver- 
tising their wares. 

In the early summer, we wel- 
comed the Revd June Winfield 
(Deacon) to Milton Keynes and 
benefited from her accumulated 
knowledge and wisdom as chap- 
lain to the retail trade in Oxford 
Street. Mr Frank Harvey, 
general manager of the Post 
House Hotel, offered us 
generous hospitality and himself 
took a lively part in the discus- 
sion on conditions of work, staff 
training, management structures 
and issues of justice in the 
workplace. 

The world of retailing: Is it an 
exciting leisure-centred place, 
open long hours, welcoming the 
customer with his or her collec- 
tion of credit cards? OR is it a 
centre of blatant materialism, a 
source of corruption, fostering 
new needs and encouraging the 
accumulation of debt? 

We can all recognise chang- 
ing patterns of shopping that 
have developed in recent years, 
the virtual disappearance of the 
corner shop, the coming of 
chopping malls, many of these 
[as out-of-town developments. 
View retail patterns depend on a 
<je, part-time and low-paid 
'force, mostly women. It is 
;t that while the retail world 
Jhe largest, low-paid work- 
the largest companies 
pent the highest earners in 
British economy. Is justice 
r e? 


The concerns of those who 
work in the retail trade would in- 
clude: anxiety about extended 
opening hours; staff shortage in 
an effort to cut losses; require- 
ments to move around the coun- 
try to distant branches with con- 
sequent family disruption; crisis 
of personal values and false 
values promoted by sale of some 
merchandise; 

A chaplain can be one voice 
among many making the case 
for better working conditions, 
and valuing the worker as a uni- 
que person. 

There is the stress of busy 
retail situations. There is another 
kind of stress, when hours are 
spent awaiting customers; the 
slack times, when the shop-floor 
staff are still there, the book 
work is complete, the goods are 
in order, but duty demands a 
standing on one’s feet, looking 
smart for a further few hours. 
This appears to be one of the 
most difficult situations to accept 
for those concerned. 

Staff develop a sense of com- 
munity within departments or 
stores. Tender, loving care and 
compassion is often found 
among groups of retail workers. 
For some, it makes the work 
situation far more attractive than 
a lonely life at home. 

“Where there is love and lov- 
ing kindness, God is there”. 
You don’t have to look too hard 
to find God in the World of 
Retailing. 

Sister Maureen Farrell FCJ 

Sister Maureen Farrell is the 
Roman Catholic member of the 
ecumenical team in Milton Keynes 
and a city centre chaplain. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Almighty God. 

You have made us for 
yourself. 

and our hearts are restless 
till they find their rest in you. 
Teach us to offer ourselves to 
your service. 

that here we may have your 
peace. 

and in the world to come may 
see you face to face; 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Alternative Service Book 
(Collect for Pentecost 18) 

This month, please remem- 
ber the following in your 
prayers; Archdeacon John 
Bone who will be consecrated 
Bishop of Reading on October 
4, and his family. Those being 
ordained and priested (Oc- 
tober 1). See pll. 


NEW NURSERY SCHOOL 

"THE JACK-1 N-A-BOX" 

OPENING BEGINNING OCT 1989 
HOOK NORTON 

FULL AND PART TIME PLACES AVAILABLE 
QUALIFIED STAFF 
ALL NEW EQUIPMENT 
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
PLEASE RING C. MASSEY 

Telephone: 0280 705170 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 14th 
October for boys between seven and nine to sing in 
the Cathedral Choir. Choristers receive boarding 
preparatory education at the Cathedral School with 
a scholarship of E2130-E2244 per annum. 
Please write to: 

The Headmaster, Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, OXFORD 0X1 1QW 
Tel: Oxford 242561 
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God’s Word above all 


I HAVE long believed, as a 
Christian, that the One who 
holds my future, and in whom 
I put my trust, the One in whom 
I find myself and find loving 
relationships with others, is the 
Lord God. Imagine, therefore, 
my dismay in finding Equinox 
Horoscopes being advertised in 
The DOOR (Sept 1989). 

Horoscopes, as we know, claim 
to predict a person’s future based on 
the zodiacal data for their time of 
birth. The psalmist writes: “Your 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
for my path” (Ps 119.105). If this 
is true, then we are to look to God 
himself, and his word, for guidance, 
not the stars. ^ 

Some would say horoscopes are 
harmless quackery, in which case 
The DOOR should be above pro- 
• moting them. I would say that they 
feed a self-centred interest in per- 
sonal happiness, and display a lack 
of trust in the One who created us. 
Quackery or mistrust — either way 
as a priest and pastor engaged in 
helping people discover God’s 
guidance for their lives, I can hard- 
ly commend to our congregation a 
paper that advertises these things. 

The Revd Paul Roberts , 
Hazlemere. 


I AM shocked, angry, disappointed 
and ashamed to see this in The 
DOOR. Please see Zechariah 10 v2. 

Hazel Wilson, 
Windsor . 


I HAVE so enjoyed receiving a copy 
of The DOOR, free through my 
church. The articles are well-written 
and challenging, and I feel part of 
a larger family of God than my own 
town, and appreciate and use the in- 
formation of events in the Diocese. 

It was with great sadness, 
therefore, and not a little anger, to 
see God’s paper advertising 
horoscopes. Reading it through as I 
type, surely God’s Holy Spirit is the 
Christian’s power to self-revelation, 
gently but firmly. Surely, when it 
comes to learning about love, we 
have no greater teacher than Jesus. 

Horoscopes are Satan’s deception 
and I deplore the inclusion of such 
an advertisement, and as an 
Anglican of the Oxford Diocese 
register my protest here and now. 

Barbara Fenner, 
Aylesbury . 


I AM writing to express my grave 
concern that an advertisement for 
Equinox horoscopes appeared in the 
September edition of The DOOR. 

The text of the advert makes cer- 
tain claims about the effective use of 
horoscopes, which to my knowledge 
cannot be substantiated and which, 
I believe, are not consistent with the 
Christian Gospel. I do not believe a 
Christian newspaper should have 
anything to do with an advert which 
offers a child profile for babies and 
children up to 14 years old. 

I hope that a system for vetting 
adverts in The DOOR will be estab- 
lished so that such a mistake does not 
happen again. 

The Revd P. Brown, 
St Mary's Vicarage, 
Langley . 



WE were horrified to read, in the 
September copy of The DOOR, the 
advertisement for horoscopes and 
hope that this was allowed inadver- 
tently. 

Horoscopes may easily lead to 
dabbling in the occult which is 
satanic. Not only are horoscopes evil 
but also unnecessary, for the future 
of Christians is in the Hands of God 
and He will lead all those who trust 
in Christ in His way. 

There can be no other way, for 
Jesus has said: “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through ^Me.” 
Herbert and Janet Dallyn, 
Letcombe Regis . 


MAY I draw your attention to the 
advert on page 10, column 1, of the 
September 1989 The DOOR. 

This claims to be a Christian 
publication yet it is promoting a cult 
condemned in the Bible (Acts 16 
vl6). 

Jean Woodcock, 

Windsor. 


Horoscopes 


WE want to apologise for the ac- 
cidental inclusion of an advertise- 
ment for horoscopes in the 
September issue of The DOOR. 
Until now advertisements have not 
been checked for content, and like 
the many readers who wrote in we 
were horrified at the advertise- 
ment’s appearance. 

We would like to assure our 
readers that The DOOR entirely 
accepts the Christian view that our 
lives are in God’s hands and are 
not determined by the stars. Fur- 
thermore we confirm that this 
newspaper is committed to 
upholding the Bible’s teaching that 
any involvement with the occult in- 
cluding astrology is quite wrong. 
— Editor. 


Poor taste 

I AM writing to you because a 
photograph in the September issue 
on page 15 made me feel very un- 
comfortable. It was a picture of 
Father Peter giving the Sacrament to 
Mrs Ruth Wilkinson. 

I do feel that this moment in the 


Eucharist is a very private thing, and 
I would certainly not like to be 
photographed at this spiritual mo- 
ment. But, perhaps I jump to con- 
clusions, after all this is the Diocesan 
magazine. Maybe it was just “pos- 
ed” for the camera, in which case 
I think it was in very bad taste to pre- 
tend such a thing. 

In fact whichever way I look at it, 
it gives me a bad feeling. I wonder 
exactly how Father Peter and Ruth 
Wilkinson feel about it? 

It is certainly not the sort of thing 
I expect to find in The DOOR. 

Tina Sullivan, 
St Peter's, Didcot . 
This photograph was not 4 4 posed” 
and both Father Peter and Mrs 
Wilkinson were quite happy about 
it. Sorry if it gave offence to any 
of you. Editor. 

School facts 

I WOULD like to follow up your ar- 
ticle in the September issue on the 
proposed closure of Turville School 
as it gives an over-simplified view 
of the problem. 

1 . You say that there was “grow- 
ing opposition to the proposals from 
some of the villagers”. At a well 
supported public meeting held in the 
school on 28 July, many of the 
misunderstandings and fears were 
discussed freely and openly and, 
while there remain differences of 
opinion as to detail, there was very 
general agreement that the village 
did not need another expensive 
house and that the community should 
hold out for some scheme which in- 
volved working with children. 

2. “ Doubts (were raised) about 
whether the proposals were in accor- 
dance with the Trust Deed of the 
school . . . Sadly all present . . . 
agreed with the Charity Commis- 
sioners ’ view that the scheme was 
not ‘ educational ’ within the mean- 
ing of the 1944 and 1973 Acts. ” I 
would make two points in relation 
to this: 

(a) The writer of the article gives 
the impression that the Charity Com- 
missioners have turned down the 
Steering Group’s scheme. This is 
simply not the case! 

While the Trust Deed certainly 
refers to the property being used as 
a site for a school for the education 
in the principles of the established 
Church of England of poor children 
within the parish of Turville, the 
Charity Commissioners, both in cor- 
respondence and at a meeting I at- 
tended with them, have put forward 
helpful suggestions whereby it might 
be possible for the spirit of the 
original Trust Deed to be adhered to 


and yet at the same time allow the 
property to be used (perhaps by a 
new charity) for purposes which, 
although they would not come within 
a strict interpretation of the original 
Trust Deed, have a strong Church 
and educational base. 

(b) Neither the 1944 nor 1973 
Education Acts lay great ecpphasis 
on the importance of environmental 
education. Educationalists today, on 
the other hand, are unanimous in 
recommending that the provision of 
residential courses in field studies 
should take a central place in cross- 
curricula course-programming in the 
future. 

3. The Steering Group have, at all 
times, had in mind the recom- 
mendations of the “Faith in the Ci- 
ty” Report. Using the school for the 
benefit of children from Britain's in- 
ner cities as well as for the benefit 
of local children is entirely in line 
with the Report. 

4. “The Department of Education 
and Science will consult . . . before 
making any decision on how the pro- 
ceeds of sale should be used. “We 
are under no illusions that, if the 
school were to be sold, it would be 
to the highest bidder — in all pro- 
bability a speculative builder. 

The Revd Paul Bibby, 
Rector of Hambledon Valley, 
Henley. 


Balanced 

farming 


I WAS interested in Colin Wright's 
article ‘The Christian Farmer’ (issue 
5), especially his concern at being 
paid not to farm the land. 

In principle, I also agree with his 
suggestion that the money used for 
‘Set Aside’ should be used to pro- 
duce food for the undernourished. 
However, this food needs to be pro- 
duced in the less-developed countries 
by Third World farmers, and we 
ought to give them that money to do 
the job through development aid pro- 
jects, for example. 

At the same time, our own mar- 
ginal land (e.g. steep land or shallow 
soils) could be returned from arable 
to permanent grazing, or to other 
uses such as foresting and recrea- 
tional woodland. We would thus at 
the same time reduce the erosion and 
pollution of our own environment 
and eliminate overproduction — en- 
vironment and development going 
hand in hand. 

Another practical step might be to 
have a nitrogen quota for EEC 
farmers to help reduce the effect of 
nitrates in groundwater. Would the 
Christian approach be to lead the 
way in voluntarily-reducing farm 
inputs, and diversifying, if ap- 
propriate, to show that it can be 
done? Some relevant ideas on far- 
ming issues can be found in Food 
Matters, a journal published by the 
Farmers Third World Network, Ar- 
thur Rank Centre, National Agri- 
cultural Centre, Stoneleigh, 
Warwicks CV8 2LZ. 

David Eldridge, 
Be rins field , Oxford. 


The Editor reserves the right 
to cut letters which are very 
long. 


A. W. FLETCHER 

Natural dry stone walling and repairs 

Painter and Decorator 

TELEPHONE: FREELAND 

0993 881979 



★ LUXURY ROLLS ROYCE, JAGUAR bt VOLVO CARS 
★ CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN ★ COMPETITIVE RATES 
★ LOR WEDDINGS & SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
★ 24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 
★ PHONE LOR LRIENDLY HELPFUL SERVICE 


LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwick Grove 
Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free car 
parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities at 
reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex RH11 0PY 

Airport parking available for non residents 
at very competitive prices 


NOW OPEN 

COUNTRY VIEW REST HOME 

For the Active Elderly 

Single and Double rooms with private facilities 
Caring family atmosphere 
Highly trained staff on duty 24 hours a day 

Further information 

Tel: Chesham (0494) 782829/ 
(0494) 784404 


(CJofjh? 

Qmtm’ 
Centre- 



The historic vicarage of 
Olney, Restored for use in j, 
the service of Christ. 

GROUP STUDY DAY? 

CHURCH RETREAT or s 
YOUTH WEEKEND? 

We offer day and residential facilities in this unique setting at 
very attractive rates. 

Olney is a charming rural town just 15 mins from the Ml 
(J14), close to Bedford, Northampton and Milton Keynes. 

For full details please write to The Administrator at: 

The John Newton Christian Centre, Church Street, Olney, 
Bucks, MK46 4AD, or telephone: (0234) 713162 

Registred No. 1986366 Limited by guarantee Charity No. 294412 


Claremont House Hotel 

Second Avenue, Hove BN3 2LL 

Warm, spacious and elegant, Claremont House offers all the 
facilities you would expect from 4 Crown accommodation, 
from the luxuriously appointed bedrooms with their own 
private facilities, to the delightful lounge and bar. We offer 
the highest quality service. Located in a Conservation Area, 
just off Hove Promenade and famous Kings Lawns, yet close 
to local shops and buses, with bustling Brighton a mere mile 
away. 

There is plenty of parking. Although we are fully centrally 
heated, we have installed coal effect fires in our larger rooms, 
which also feature a choice of jacuzzi or corner bath, and 
four poster bed. 

Let us send you our brochure , please telephone: 

0273 735161 
or Fax: 0273 24764 


St Anne 's Residential Home 

Clifton, Deddington, Oxon 



Is now opening its new purpose built wing that sets a new 
high standard in luxury residential care. To view or receive 
a brochure. 

Tel: Deddington (0869) 38295 or 38902, 24 hours 


< fP> PREGNANT PAUSE 

Quality goods for sale and hire, new maternity 
dresses from £18. 

To hire, maternity wear for that special occasion. 
From just £7.00 daily. 

Most baby equipment available, at very 
reasonable prices, or hire from a range of car 
seats, travel cots, push chairs, -play pens, Trom 
only £1 per day. 

Please come and look , you are under no 
obligation to buy 

Telephone Fran on 

Bicester 246653 

23 Hemingway Drive , Bicester 

ETHICAL 
INVESTMENTS 

Profit with a Conscience 

We are impartial, backed by 20 years' ex- 
perience and offer a professional and personal 
service. 

We are not tied to any bank, building society or 
insurance company, and do not employ any high 
pressure sales techniques. 

WE SPECIALISE IN ETHICAL AND EN- 
VIRONMENTAL INVESTMENTS providing you 
with the opportunity to match your investments 
with your ideals. Companies are evaluated for 
investment potential and screened for social, 
moral and environmental responsibility. 

For further details and our free guide please 
return the coupon or telephone: 

KINGSWOOD CONSULTANTS 

Dept DR, Tetchwick House, Kingswood 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0RD 
Tel: Aylesbury (0296) 77771 

Ethical Investments interest me. Please send details on: 
Pensions □ Capital Investment □ Regular Savings □ 

I am employed/self-employed DR89 

Amount available for investment £ pa/pm/lump sum 

Name 

Address 




Postcode 


Tel 


L 


Date of birth 


Occupation 


J 
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WORD PROCESSING 
VDU OPERATING 

ANO 

PROGRAMMING COURSES 

Absolute beginners welcome 

(0628) 24729 
Jane Coates Associates Ltd 
MAIDENHEAD 



CARE? 


MOST CLERGYMEN WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELAX WHEN THE TIME COMES TO RETIRE, BUT IT IS NOT 
ALWAYS SO EASY... 


WILL VOU HELP 
US TO GIVE A 
LITTLE EXTRA 


To enable us to cope with the needs of the growing number 
of our pensioners, their widows and dependents we must 
extend the scope of the care we offer. 

Through the help of our supporters, many of whom have 
remembered us so generously when drawing up their Will 
we have been able to ease the everyday problems en- 
countered by some of our older pensioners with the special 
care offered in our 10 residential homes, and nursing home. 
We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and 
legacies in order to continue this much needed work. Please 


help us in any way you can. 


|G , r 


1 


To: The Secretary, The Church of England 
Pensions Hoard, Department TD 
To. No7 little College St, Westminster, 
London SWIP 35F 

I enclose my gift of £ , 


I 

I 

I 


Name - 
Address 


PLEASE SEND ME 

□ a Bankers Order form 

□ a form of Covenant 

□ more details of your 
charitable work 

□ a form of words for a Legacy 

□ a form of gift of Property 
Tick appropriate box(s) 


L_ 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

J 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


“Security and safety in a beautiful setting 99 

An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult to 
manage their own homes, but do not wish to surrender their in- 
dependence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing has been 
developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people full in- 
dependence but also sufficient services to enable them to stay in- 
dependent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained ac- 
commodation with a housekeeping service on the premises and on 
call 24 hours per day every day of the year. Individual domestic 
help is provided. 

There is a choice of apartments each with sitting room, kitchen, 
bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with the use of a com- 
mon lounge and dining room and other facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting (Leighton 
Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

The Company has already established an impressive reputation in 
the field of sheltered housing. 

Saxon Court, one of our developments in Hove, was reported on 
the BBC Today Morning programme as being one of the best 
examples of good practice amongst sheltered housing schemes. 

Also, the National Film Board of Canada filmed at Kenet Court, 
Wokingham, having heard that it was one of the best developments 
for retired people in the London and Home Counties area. 

Fuiiher details and a brochure available from: 

PRICES FROM £98,500 

Mr L. Klein 
Regional Director 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street 
Reading, RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 




Suffiicitfil h\ 

Nationwide 
Anglia rrr 
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HUNT & NASH 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


7 Mackenzie Street 
Slough, Berks, SL1 1XQ 

Do not let the Inland Revenue be a 
major beneficiary of your estate! 

Mrs Jane Saltire dec’d, Estate £244,345 (including 
house). Inheritance Tax £50,400, Nett Estate 
£190,000. 

Col Charles Digby dec’d, Estate £276,250 (including 
home), Inheritance Tax £3,65L Nett Estate £275,346. 

What did Col Digby Know and what 
action did he take? 

Remember that the Inland Revenue can easily become 
a major beneficiary of your estate unless you take ac- 
tion and professional advice . 

1 will carry out a confidential assessment of your own 
particular position and then prepare a written report 
with my recommendations for you to consider. 


Please call me, Gordon Burns MBIM on 
Slough (0753) 821518 



m mm 


Early days in the parish 



Simply, I am just 
the Vicar's wife 


WAS it really only back in July 
that I was ordained deacon? It 
seems a lot longer. Of course 
there are still many people to get 
to know, and I am far from com- 
pletely au fait with “The way 
we do things here”. 

St Andrew’s is a large church 
with a lot of lay involvement, 
and my first few weeks were 
spent trying to get to grips with 
a bewildering array of activities 
and committee meetings. After 
the termly timetable of 
theological college, it comes as 
rather a shock to be filling one’s 
diary up to a year-and-a-half 
ahead, with a meeting on vir- 
tually every evening of the 
week. 

Looking after the parish while 
the Vicar took his summer holi- 
day was an instructive sink-or- 
swim baptism by total immer- 
sion. Not only was there the new 
experience of preaching regular- 
ly, and organising all the ser- 
vices each Sunday, but there 
were also the crises to deal with 
— notably my first funeral. One 
realises how lonely life must be 
for clergy who don’t have col- 
leagues working with them on a 
day-to-day basis. 

It was on Christmas Day four 
years ago that I became con- 
vinced that God was calling me 
to the ordained ministry. I was 
struck by the amazing good 
news of the Incarnation, news 
for the darkest corners of every 
parish. Could I help to spread 
that news and equip others to as 
well? 

And now here I am, learning 
all the time, not so much about 
the job, as about the gracious- 
ness of God who has given me 
the privilege of serving in this 
wonderfully varied work. 

Paul Moore 

Paul is curate at St Andrews, 
North Oxford. 


MARRIAGE is a vocation, 
some say. If so, mine is the kind 
which is recognisable only 
retrospectively. Jonathan was an 
engineer when we met, and 
whatever happened to him after 
that I just had to go along with. 
Looking back, one tries to 
discern the hand of Divine 
guidance and to give thanks. 

Being the wife of a vicar is 
much the same as being the wife 
of any other man — stumbling 
backwards and forwards along 
the spectrum of life from utter 
joy to abject misery. 

I guess the stark differences 
lie in the actual content of the 
pressures and frustrations, and 
these are surely bound up with 
public expectation and this thing 
called “image’’. 

Do many women have the ex- 
perience of fleeing from their 
home after a flaming row with 
their husband, only to be ac- 
costed a few moments later in 
the supermarket by a shopper 
very keen to. tell lier what a 
perfect saint the Vicar is, and 
what an understanding and sup- 
portive soul-mate he has been 
throughout their family crisis? 

Then there are the pressures 
that Jonathan’s work brings in- 
to the home. Life's problems 
rarely confine themselves to an 
eight-hour day. There is also the 
low pay (we shall not discuss 
vast vicarage gardens, just now) 
and all those unrealistic expec- 
tations people have of 'clergy 
families. 

And what of the wife’s own 
professional skills? In reality she 



may have to develop these to 
keep the wolf from the door. But 
her work will probably provide 
a much-needed escape from all 
things ecclesiastical, and if she 
can do a bit of good and achieve 
some personal fulfilment too 
then so much the better. 

If vocation is the right word 
to use for this, it is a complex 
synthesis of many callings. At 
the end of the day the vicar’s 
wife is simply a wife just like 
any other wife. The real joys 
and sorrows, the fulfilments and 
frustrations of a vicarage fami- 
ly are, in essence, much the 
same as any one else’s. 

Edwina White 
• Edwina is married to the 
Vicar of Prestood and Hamp- 
den , and they have three grown- 
up children. She is a qualified 
social worker involved in fami- 
ly therapy and counselling. Her 
recent travels have included 
camping in the Australian out- 
back , and an African safari with 
a group of severely-handicapped 
young people. 


Qod 

GOD'S call to serve Hirr 
m some form of licensed 
forms. For some, it is a I 
for others more like a lif 
tion with Him. This is ab 
Diocese heard and respor 


“I WASN’T so much ‘called’ 
as persuaded. He gave me lots 
of room, but, in the end, I still 
had to say yes.” 

• 

“God’s call became clear 
one night on a car journey to 
the north of England. The 
children were asleep in the 
back, and I was discussing the 
future with my wife. I ven- 
tured the thought that the 
Lord might be calling us into 
full-time ministry and, as we 
reflected, we believed it right 
to pursue the idea with our 
vicar.” 

• 

“I know my mother was 
praying for God to call me to 
the ministry from the time I 
was ten years old. We had a 
close friendship with the local, 
clergy for as long as I can 
remember, and God used their 
example to call me.” 

“I First had the intimation of 
a calling as a young man in the 
RAF, but it seemed too in- 
credible at that time. It was 
some 15 years later that the 
call came strongly, and I could 
no longer ignore it. I was then 
a sales manager with teenage 



THE Revd Denis Brazell is Vica 
His wife, the Revd Elizabeth 
It is not an easy area to priesl 
in this Diocese, it would certaii 
from the couples’ affluent day 
puter manager with the Region 
a music critic for a local paper 
in Oxfordshire’, and their foui 
It was on a St Aldates Chur 
they had “a really fresh expert 
should both offer for Christian 
decided “for financial reasons 
first. 

Both their own church and I 
support, and lent them an emp 
trained, Elizabeth continued tc 
was a lay assistant at St Alda 1 
director. 

After four years at Christ Chi 
curate they felt firmly that the 
while they were young enougl 
At the first service at St Agn 
six of them Brazells. The build 
after their arrival the adjoining 
Now, five years later, the ha 
church sparkles with loving ca 
of four which includes a lay re 
Assistant. Elizabeth has been 
examining in music with her ’ 
They admit there have been \ 
committed Christians, are 100 
lives are “knitted together’’ in 
ed before. Each has been mad 




NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per week to help 
someone in need locally? 

Hours to suit. Good rates of pay. 
Telephone and car useful. 

British Nursing Association 
Telephone: OXFORD (0865) 245201 
READING (0734) 586492 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 
SWINDON (0793) 542204 



The British Nursing Association 


VOLVO 

Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will be a long and happy 
relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 



NEW AND USED 
VOLVOS ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 

79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 


HRHMi 


HI 


Mill 
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calls 


e Him in the ordained ministry or 
snsed lay ministry comes in many 
: is a Damascus Road experience, 
e a life-long whispered conversa- 
is about how some people of this 
esponded to God's call to ministry. 


My role — by the 
clergy husband 


ailed" children and it would have 
le lots been more ‘convenient’ if I 
I still had listened earlier, but 
perhaps the years between 

aided my ministry.” 
clear • 

ey to “After some time waiting 
The and praying for a specific call 
i the as . opposed to a ‘vague 
gthe tickling’ inside, I was taken 
ven- aback when it actually hap- 
the pened. Alone with God and 
into several sheep in the Yorkshire 
is we Dales one spring evening, just 
right admiring the view, I felt a 
our compelling urge which I knew 
I had to obey. No voice, no 
message, simply an at-oneness 
was with our Maker.” 
ne to # 

me 1 “It was a process, but the 
iad a climax was a visit to a 
local parishioner whose husband 
ca n s had died during the night of a 
their sudden heart-attack. I was the 
Parish Reader and we were in 
an ‘interregnum’. She opened 
on of the door to me and screamed 
nthe ‘I hate God’. It was the mo- 
3 in- ment I had been dreading, but 
was it was also the moment when 
t the I knew that this was where 
rould God wanted me to be — all the 
then time, not just when the Vicar 
nage was away.” 

try espoused 

; Vicar of St Agnes with St Paul, Reading, 
beth Brazell, is his assistant, 
priest. If there were urban priority areas 
ertainly be one of them. It is a long way 
t days in Oxford when Denis was com- 
jgional Health Authority, Elizabeth was 
•aperand had ‘the largest music practice 
r four children went to private schools. 
Church parish holiday in Cumbria that 
Kperience of the Holy Spirit, and felt we 
istian ministry at the same time.” They 
tsons” that Denis would go for training 

and Diocesan Church House gave them 
empty vicarage to live in. While Denis 
ied to teach and examine in music, and 
Aldate’s and the church's first musical 

t Church, Cheltenham, where Denis was 
t they ought to go to an inner city area 
lough to cope. 

Agnes’ there were just 15 in church — 
Duilding was in need of repair, and soon 
ining church hall was destroyed by fire, 
le hall has been rebuilt and the red brick 
ig care. The Brazells are part of a team 
ay reader and a full time Church Army 
been ordained an NSM and combines 
her work at the church, 
een painful times, but their children, all 
100 per cent with them. The couple’s 
” in a way they could not have imagin- 
made more aware of the other’s gifts. 


LIZ and I attended a clergy 
week at Lee Abbey recently. As 
you would expect, the place was 
full of male clergy and their 
wives, and I spent a good part 
of my time answering questions 
like “Where did you train?’’ and 
“Which is your parish?” 

Being married to a female 
member of clergy (Clergyper- 
son? Clergywoman?) has meant 
that a major part of my role is 
tCMchallenge the preconceptions 
of people I meet both inside and 
outside the Church. Inside St 
Aldates it has been reassuring to 
find that our congreation has no 
difficulty in accepting a woman 
in the pulpit. However, it 
doesn’t seem to occur to- many 
that she may have a husband as 
well. 

So what do 1 do? It’s probably 
easier to list the things I don’t 
do. I don’t run the mothers’ 
group or the babies and toddlers 
or the WI. In fact I don’t do 
most of the things that are ex- 
pected of a clergy spouse. 


I see my ministry as one ot 
supporting Liz as far as I can. 
That means providing the 
material things that a non- 
stipendiary minister needs — a 
house, a car and the groceries. 
We’re fortunate in that I have a 
well-paid job that makes all that 
possible. 

But the most important part of 
my ministry is provision of the 
emotional and spiritual support 
that Liz needs. That means 
recognising when she’s under 
stress, allowing for it, and per- 
suading her to take a break. It 
means being there to act as a 
sounding board for half-written 
sermons. 

And perhaps, above all, it 
means recognising that we live 
in two worlds. The secular one, 
where it’s up to me to take the 
lead, and the ecclesiastical one 
when I’m the one who walks one 
pace behind. There aren’t many 
precedents for it — except 
perhaps Prince Philip. 

Bob Johnson 



Lay alternative 


MY husband dreads the moment 
at a social event when someone 
says: “And what does your wife 
do?”. By the time he has said: 
“Well, she’s a Non-Stipendiary 
Accredited Lay Worker serving 
part-time as a Deanery Training 
Officer,” he has usually lost his 
audience. 

It started for me in 1981 when 
I was Secretary to Amersham 
Deanery Synod. The Standing 
Committe members were 
always saying: “if only there 
was someone with time to plan 
a study day set up a working 


Spirit is still strong 


CANON Noel Wardle-Harpur 
is a remarkably youthful 85. He 
officially retired almost 20 years 
ago. However, soon after giv- 
ing up his last parish in 
Stockton-on-Tees he took two 
services in Duns Tew and North 
Aston and ended up looking 
after the parishes for another 
nine years. He still preaches 
somewhere almost every Sun- 
day. and is visited by a stream 
of former parishioners and col- 
leagues. 

As a very small child in Lan- 
cashire, he learned from a strict 
evangelical father that the 
Church was the only solid cen- 
tre in life “Sometimes I hated it 
and sometimes I loved it but for 
as long as I can remember, I felt 
that my job in life would be to 
serve the Church.” 

He was a strict fundamentalist 
when he was an undergraduate 
in Oxford, and later as a 
theological student at Wycliffe 
Hall, he used to preach on Sun- 
days from the Martyrs 
Memorial. He doesn’t regret the 
“wholehearted devotion to our 
Lord which stemmed from that 
time,” but as he matured in his 
ministry, which took him to a 
number of deprived urban areas 
in the South-East, Lancashire 
and Yorkshire, he changed his 
views and came to think not so 
much about man’s essential 
wickedness as about his essen- 
tial goodness. “I also learned 
you couldn’t expect people to 
mind about spiritual things when 
they were starving and had no 



shoes.” 

The years of his long ministry 
covered both the Depression and 
the Second World War. He 
vividly remembers Sunday, 
September 3, 1939 in Sheffield, 
when his wife Ruth, passed him 
a note about Chamberlain’s 
broadcast and the siren im- 
mediately went. “I said: ‘Let’s 
stand up and sing Fight the Good 
Fight, and we’ll do it whenever 
the siren goes when we are in 
church,’ and we did.” 

He acknowledges the help of 
many outstanding mentors and 
of many valued assistants, too 
(His curates included Graham 
Foley, until recently Bishop of 
Reading) but above all of his 


wife, Ruth. “In all my time, she 
has been as good as two extra 
members of staff and has always 
had that kind of understanding 
that told me about people and 
gave sensible criticisms of 
anything I said. 

So perhaps the last word 
should be left to her. “the fiinny 
thing is, he preaches better now 
that he ever did,.” 

• Canon Wardle-Harpur is an 
Honorary Canon of Durham. 
Both he and his wife are Vice- 
Presidents of the Mission to 
Seamen. They have two 
children, one of them a vicar, 
five grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren and they 
live in Charlbury. 


party present a topic at a 
meeting.” 

About the same time I had 
come to the end of eight years 
working for the National 
Childbirth Trust as an ante-natal 
teacher. I was aware of a call- 
ing to a deeper commitment to 
Church work of some kind, and 
so after much prayer and discus- 
sion I offered to train to work 
in the Deanery. 

I was lucky to be accepted by 
the St Albans Ministerial Train- 
ing Scheme. At a National 
Selection Conference I was en- 
couraged to become a deaconess 
but by the time I had completed 
my training, the ordination of 
women deacons was imminent 
and I was not at all sure that it 
was right for me to leave the 
laity. 

The Church does provide an 
alternative for men and women 
called to remain lay: the Ac- 
credited Lay Worker (ALW). 
Once called Parish Workers, 
they used to very much parish- 
based. Now, most women, call- 
ed to parish ministry are ordain- 
ed deacon. The few ALW’s who 
remain are mostly in some kind 
of specialist ministry outside the 
parish — perhaps in education, 
industrial mission, youth work 
or counselling. 

Apart from a sense of voca- 
tion, there were two main 
reasons why it seemed right to 
stay lay. Firstly, the main thrust 
of my work was to affirm the 
ministry of lay people in tneir 
daily lives as well as in Church 
work. Of course most clergy are 
also trying to do this, but I felt 
that for me it could better be 
done as a lay person. Secondly, 
although on occasions I take part 
in services I feel no calling to a 
liturgical role. 

For me and all other ALW’s 
it has been quite a difficult time. 
So many of our colleagues have 
been ordained, and the pressure 
to follow suit has been in- 
evitable. We feel increasingly 
sure, however, that we are not 
so much a remnant, however 
honourable, but a pointer to the 
future of lay ministry in the 
Church. 

Hilary Unwin 

• Hilary is training Officer for 
the Amersham Deanery. 


Starting 

again 


HOW could God use a 
middle-aged Christian, a 
failed mathematician, a 
doting wife and mother, a 
mediocre housewife, a good 
cook and an unenthusiastic 
self-taught secretary book- 
keeper? 

This was my prayer to 
Him as my children grew 
through their teens. But I 
seemed to be unqualified for 
anything specific — and 
anything I thought of felt un- 
comfortable. 

Eventually, the Holy Spirit 
taught me to be patient and 
to stop fussing, so that when 
the realisation of what God 
wanted me to do hit me, dur- 
ing yet another news item 
about the ordination of 
women, it was almost like a 
physical blow between the 
shoulder blades. 

Convinced 

Months later, after God 
had convinced me of His 
call. He and I together had 
to convince many others. My 
first ACCM selection con- 
ference resulted in non- 
recommendation and com- 
plete bewilderment. What 
now? 

Firstly, a desperate desire 
to back out quietly, but the 
nudging went on and many 
people gave me their sup- 
port. So two years of learn- 
ing began — about myself 
and the Church, our faith and 
God's will for us all. 

This led to a second 
ACCM conference in May. 
This time I was recommend- 
ed for training for the non- 
stipendiary ministry and I am 
just beginning to panic. 

However, I believe that 
He, who has enabled me thus 
far, will continue to do so. 

Pat Howard 
• Pat lives near Milton 
keynes and " has been ac- 
cepted for training on the 
Diocese of Oxford NSM 
Course. 

Oxford Ministry 
Course 

Twelve new ordinands joined 
fifteen continuing members and 
this group forms the nucleus of 
a larger group meeting each 
Tuesday evening for sessions 
which, in the coming term, are 
New Testament Studies and the 
Christian Doctrine of Humanity. 

Is God calling 
you? Information 
on vocational 
training and the 
lay ministry on 
page 12. 


SOLID FUEL AND GAS COAL CONVECTOR 
HEATING FOR THE 21st CENTURY 


JETMASTER 


Log, Coal 
and Gas 
Conveptor 
Units 


To compliment those unique 
firs, see our display of custom 
designed fireplaces in stone, 
brick, pine and marble. See 
them at Oxfordshire’s leading 
Fireplace Manufacturers 


FOR ALL YOUR HEARTHS DESIRES 



Also see 
the New 
Range of 
‘RUTLAND’ 
Solid Fuel 
and gas 
coal 

Convector 

Fires 


fl.W. YATES STONEMASONS 
UNIT 52 RECTORY LANE 
TRADING ESTATE 
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE 
NR. ABINGDON 
(0865) 821341 


THE BEST — INDOORS OR OUT 



Vessa 


Insist on Vessa for Britain’s finest range of 
powerchairs. micro-cars and scooters. For 
details or a free home demonstration, 

@ (0784) 451258/9 
C. F. HEWERDINE LTD. 

Devels Lane. Thorpe Lea. Egham. Surrey TW20 8HF 


\?.B 

ALLAN WARDLE MBHI 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case 

repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase 

(Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 
Collection and Delivery available 

Ickford (08447) 445 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 
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INTER-COUNTRY NURSING SERVICES 
Slough 0753 662298 
I Beaconsfield (0494) 677118 


Count on us to care . . . dav and niaht 


WHITE 

ROLLS ROYCE 
FOR HIRE 

For weddings and any 
special occasions. 

For details telephone: 

OXFORD 
0865 864621 




In delightful country 
surroundings, 5 mins walk 
to all amenities. 

2, 3 and 4-bedrooms 

£85,500 to 
£270,000 

various designs and plot 
sizes 

CURZON HOMES 

Curzon Park, 
Chippenham Road, Caine 
tel: (0249) 812581 

Show Homes and Sales Office 
Open Daily 
A4/M4 Junction 17 


To: Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, 

Abbeygate House, 164-167 East Road, Cambridge CBl 1DB. Telephone: Cambridge (0223) 460611 
Mease tell me more about the value of Life Assurance as a regular savings method. 


Name_ 


-Address- 


Date of Birth- 


_Tel. No._ 


I understand that a representative may call. 


. ^Ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU C AN BELIEVE IN 


Dept TD 10th/89 

Members of. I-ALTI'RO, IMRO, UTA 


IrtPO <© 


THINK OF IT AS A SAVINGS PLAN 

There’s more to life policies than the protection they offer. 

In fact, a profit-sharing endowment policy like ours offers the 
prospect of excellent long-term growth in the value of your savings. 

Backed by the Ecdesiastical Life Fund, your policy is cushioned 
against very short term market movements, with carefully selected 
and managed investments. 

There’s a guaranteed payout when the policy matures, after 
a minimum of 10 years. Regular reversionary bonuses, although 
not guaranteed, help to build the value of your savings. And, once 
they’re added, they cannot be taken away. 

Ecclesiastical’s savings-type life policies have been amongst the 
leading performers over the years. So, if you want to save with 
security, get the full facts of life from Ecclesiastical now. 


Holtwood Rest 
Home 


Residents are en- 
couraged to be as ac- 
tive as possible 
whether it be as in- 
dividuals or in village 
life. 


Botri Michael and 
May believe that it is- 
difficult to put CARE in- 
to words and would like 
to take this opportunity 
to invite you to visit 
Holtwood and see for 
yourself the home and 
all its amenities. 


To arrange a visit 
please call Highclere 
0635 254844. 


RELATE 

OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 

it Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
including sexual problems 
★ Sex therapy 

it Groups for divorced/separated people 

it Training for other professionals 

it Educational work with schools and adult groups 

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 242960 


1 Denham 

y^Mmor Nursing Home 

Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


J-eatherton tHouse 

Residential Care Home for Retired Persons 


THIS luxury country 
residence for the retired 
is situated four-and-a- 
half miles from 
Newbury within easy 
reach of junction 1 3 of 
the M4. 

Set in an oustanding 
area of natural beauty, 
Holtwood has been 
converted from tradi- 
tional 19th century 
granary buildings. 


Mary has been nurs- 
ing in the Berkshire area 
for the past 1 5 years, 
working as a nursing 
sister and as a practice 
nurse with special in- 
terest in preventive 
medicine and care of 
the elderly. 


Holtwood's main aim 
is to care for its guests 
in what ever possible 
way, providing a home- 
from-home atmos- 
phere, while at the 
same time respecting 
the individual's privacy. 


Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you 
have visited Holtwood and received its warm welcome you will want to 
stay. For further information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Marv Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 OJH 


Nurses of all grades for . . . 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 

EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

90 High St, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0268) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department of Employment 


|RIVEWAYS 

Car Parks 
Driveways 
Patios 
Concrete 
Tarmac 
Shingle and 
Kerbs lowered 

For free estimate phone: 

Aylesbury 22044 


A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 

A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4 Vi 
miles West of Newbury, quietly nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English 
countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the 
elderly has been converted from traditional 19th century granary buildings 
all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest home is owned and personally supervised by Michael 
and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. Cert, who have lived in the Newbury 
area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from 
home environment for our guests whether visiting us on a short term 
basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals 
privacy is always respected. Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 
24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the skx rooms are individually designed to 
a high standard and each with it^own bathroom en suite. All rooms 
have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heat- 
sons Spa Physio Bath. We have set out to achieve a high standard of 
cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary neefis are well catered for. 

t 


I 

Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV13 3XA. 


★ A blessing for sufferers of arthritis, 
stroke, rheumatism, multiple 
sclerosis, Parkingsons disease etc. 


FREE LEAFLET 


lifting chair gently and safely 
lifts you to a standing position. It can 
lower you to a sitting position again just 
as gently. A wonderful relief to all 
those for whom standing and sitting 
is a painful struggle. 

★ Copes with any weight 

★ Gives security and independence 

★ Choice of styles including power 
recliners 


Send the coupon or write, for our 
free leaflet. 

Please send me 

Your fully illustrated FREE leaflet on the lifting chair. 


The Aldbourne Nursing Home 

Aldbourne, Marlborough, Wiltshire 5N8 2DW 
Telephone: Marlborough (0672) 40919 


The Aldbourne Nursing Home is about 400 yards from the village green, at the top of 
which stands the handsome 15th century church. It has been purpose-built as a nursing 
home for the clderlv: all rooms for guests are on the ground floor. Recently completed 
with all modern amenities, including a special treatment room and therapy whirlpool bath, 
the design of the Aldbourne Home is traditional and blends in with the rest of the village. 
WE CARE 

(Qualified nurses are available 24 hours a day seven days a week, and there is a local doctor 
on call at all limes. But the main aim of Mr and Mrs Palmer is to provide a place where 
guests can really feel at home and relax without rules and regulations, and without in any 
way feeling hospitalised. 

As far as possible residents will be encouraged to take part in village life; the village itself 
takes a keen interest in the home, providing a number of entertainments for guests. At 
the same time individual privacy is always respected, and the 29 single rooms for residents 
are all large enough to personalise with one’s own ornaments, pictures and some items 
of furniture. 

To arrange a visit telephone Mollie Palmer on 0672 40919 


RECENTLY OPENED 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 
To view or receive a brochure 
please telephone 

Banbury (0869) 38259 

Chapel Square 
Deddington, Oxon 
OX5 4SG 
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DORCHESTER DEACONS 


Eleven to be ordained 


Your prayers are asked for the 11 featured on this page who 
are being ordained deacons by the Bishop of Dorchester in 
Dorchester Abbey on Sunday, October 1 at 10.30 am. The 
preacher at the service will be Lord Coggan, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Please pray, too, for those being ordained to the priesthood 
at 10.30 am on the same day at Christ Church Cathedral 
by the Bishop of Oxford, when the preacher will be the Revd 
Canon Rupert Hoare, Principal of Westcott House, Cam- 
bridge. 

They are: John Edis who is serving as an NSM at Great 
Chesham; Alan Holmes who wHl is serving as an NSM at 
Shinwell; Muhna Mitra who is serving as an NSM in Ab- 
ingdon; Jeffrey Pierce who is serving as an NSM in Great 
Missenden. Ross Gilham who is serving as an NSM in Little- 
more; Rupert Charkham who is Assistant Curate at St 
Aldates’, Oxford. 


Christopher Tadman-Robins 

CHRISTOPHER was educated at 
the Royal Northern College of 
Music and eventually went on to 
become Musical Director of the 
Northern Ballet Theatre before mov- 
ing to the Cotswolds with his wife 
and two children in 1982. He is now 
Senior Piano Tutor at the Church of 
England School of S. Helen and S. 
Katharine in Abingdon. 

His concern for the wider needs 
of the rural community in which he 
lives and where he is a local 
magistrate have been an important 
motivating factor in his calling to the 
Non-Stipendiary ministry. He will 
serve in the Parish of St James the 
Great, Fulbrook near Burford. 


Sylvia Bareham 

SYLVIA was born in Bury St Ed- 
mund’s in Suffolk and educated 
there at the Convent of St Louis. She 
worked as a local government officer 
before training as a teacher. In 1965 
she came to Oxfordshire to teach 
Outdoor Pursuits, but became in- 
creasingly interested in religious 
education. She is currently head of 
Religious Education at the Bar- 
tholomew School, Eynsham, has an 
Open University degree in Educa- 
tion and was awarded the Special < 
Diploma in Educational Studies (Ox- 
ford) for research into sixth form at- 
titudes to religion. In 1985 she was 
licensed as a Reader. She will serve 
at St Mary’s, at North Leigh. 




Christine Stirling 

CHRISTINE comes from Watford 
and trained as a teacher of religious 
education in Canterbury. She first 
taught at Chesham before going back 
to Kent to teach at a large com- 
prehensive on the Isle of Sheppey. 

About the same time she met and 
marriedT>avid and moved with him 
to Flackwell Heath. After produc- 
ing two children, Fiona and Alistair 
she returned to teaching, commuting 
to Watford where she was head of 
R.E. at two schools and “facing the 
terrors of the M25 each day’’. She 
has been a Reader for 15 years but 
two years ago went to Wycliffe Hall 
to train for full-time minsitry. She 
will serve at St Mary’s, Thame. 


Alan Woods 

ALAN’s work as a Community 
Liason/Manager with a toxic waste 
incineration company puts him to the 
front line in the environmental 
debate. As an NSM he believes he 
will have a dual ministry to both the 
protection of the environment (God’s 
creation) and to the people he works 
with. He qualified in Public Health 
in 1959 and after 18 years local 
government service he joined a com- 
mercial company. 

Since 1972 he has been a 
Reader. With his wife Angela, he 
will continue to live in Radnage and 
his parish ministry will be in the 
United Benefice ofWest Wycombe, 

Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham and 
Radnage. 


Christine Allsop 

CHRISTINE was bom in St Albans. 

She is a chemistry graduate and 
started her career as a research 
chemist, later becoming an informa- 
tion officer for a major chemical 
company. Her husband is on the 
staff of an international scientific in- 
stitute at Kew. While raising her 
three children she maintained a 
variety of professional interests, in- 
cluding service on the West Birm- 
ingham Community Health Council. 

Her theological training was at 
Salisbury and Wells Theological 
College. She will serve in the Caver- 
sham Group Ministry in the Parish 
of St Peter, Caversham and St 
Margaret, Mapledurham. 





John Lewis Ivor Cornish Martin Partridge 



JOHN was brought up in Bristol and 
after school worked locally as a 
laboratory assistant. 1968 brought a 
change of direction when he train- 
ed as a teacher. He is currently head 
of Kings House at Cranbourne 
School, Basingstoke. He moved to 
the Newbury area (and into the Dio- 
cese) in 1977 and in 1986 joined the 
Oxford Diocesan NSM Course. He 
is married to Carolyn (his former 
Head of Department, and they have 
two small daughters. He will serve 
as a Minister in Secular Employment 
in the Parish of St John the 
Evangelist in the Newbury Team 
Ministry. 



IVOR is very much a local man. He 
was born in Aylesbury, educated at 
Aylesbury Grammar School and 
read Chemistry at Reading Univer- 
sity. It was while he was in Reading 
that he became a Christian and was 
baptised and confirmed at St John’s 
Church. His career has included 
clinical biochemistry at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital (where he met 
his wife Rosemary) and also 
teaching at both primary and secon- 
dary level. Since 1965 he has been 
a Reader, gaining the Archbishops’ 
Diploma for Readers in 1979. As an 
NSM he will continue to serve the 
Parishes of Aston Clinton, Buckland 
and Drayton Beauchamp. 



MARTIN was bom in Epsom but his 
family eventually moved to Dorset 
and he was educated at Dorchester 
Grammar School. He has been 
variously employed as a 
stonemason, a draughtsman, in the 
research and development of 
building materials and for the past 
20 years as a self-employed graphic 
designer. In 1960 he married Tessa 
Langley and they have a son and 
three daughters. 

In 1985 Martin went blind, but his 
sight has been gradually restored 
during two years in and out of 
hospitals. He will serve in St 
Mary’s, Wargrave as an NSM. 


Tom Hewson 


John Vellacott 


Carol Williams 


TOM is from Cheshire. After 
reading History at Manchester 
University he went on to the Univer- 
sity of Oregon in the United States. 
There he met his wife Rosie, a nur- 
sing student and they were married 
in 1967 and now have three children. 

In America he embarked on a 
banking career and on their return 
to Sussex in 1975 he spent much of 
the next 14 years travelling the 
world. 

Recently, he has been responsible 
for the company’s leasing and len- 
ding of passenger jets to many of the 
world’s major airlines. 

He will serve as an NSM at St An- 
drew’s, Chinnor. 



JOHN was born to an Essex farm- 
ing family, and was brought up 
mainly in the Open Brethren of the 
family tradition. He was involved in 
children’s evangelism in the 50s. 

In 1964 he moved to his own farm 
but was forced to sell it six years 
later “because EEC costs arrived 
three years before EEC prices”. 
After seven years in the fruit and 
vegetable trade he joined a life 
assurance company as a sales 
representative in a “largely Chris- 
tian team’’ and is still there. 

He is married to Gwen and they 
have three children and two grand- 
daughters. He will serve as an NSM 
at St Mary’s, Cholsey. 



CAROL was brought up in Essex 
and was baptised at the age of 14. 
As a result of being sponsored to 
study for professional qualifications 
in personnel management at North 
East London Polytechnic, she went 
on to a varied career with British 
Gas. 

In 1978 her work led her to move 
to Buckinghamshire and so into this 
Diocese. She is now employed as 
Graduate and Professional Recruit- 
ment Manager for the Company. 

Having now completed the Oxford 
NSM course she is being licensed to 
serve in the Parish of High 
Wycombe. 



THE NEWBURY DALECARE 


STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 
Telephone: BOXFORD (0488) 38 632 



The Nursing Home with the country hotel atmosphere. 

Associated Nursing Services PLC, one of the major providers of health care for the elderly in the UK offer at the NEWBURY 
DALECARE nursing home in Stockross. 

• High standard of individually orientated Nursing Care in the most modern and relaxed surroundings. 

• Medical cover provided by the local GP and services of a physiotherpist, chiropodist, and hairdressers ar all readily available. 

• We provide a varied menu and all dietary needs can be catered for. 

• Most rooms are single but we do have some rooms available for sharing. All rooms are decorated to hotel standards and 
are linked to a nurse call system, have TV points and en-suite facilities. 

• We appreciate that our home becomes the patient's home so we provide ample space in the bedrooms for the individuals 
to introduce their personal possessions. 

• Day Care Facilities available, full details on request. 

• Visits are always welcome and are not restricted to any times. 

• Should you require: A convalescent stay, post hospital discharge or just to provide a break for the people who look after 
you all year round, or a long term stay, contact Alan Boyd (Manager). 

To The Manager, The Newbury Dalecare, Stockcross, Newbury Berkshire. 
Tel: Boxford (0488 38) 632 


Visitors to the Newbury Dalecare nursing home would be forgiven 
for thinking they are entering the luxurious but comfortable home of 
a friend. 

Surrounded by seven acres of beautifully landscaped gardens, the 
stunning building could be overwhelming if it wasn't for the warm 
welcome from staff and friendly atmosphere inside. 

The home is in the village of Stockcross, just 10 minutes from 
Newbury. It is one of three new homes bought by Associated Nursing 
Services a year ago for £4. 75m. 

Now ANS, which was set up just eight years ago, has 500 beds in 
10 homes. The company has earned a good reputation for providing 
a high standard of care. 

Marketing director Mr Dhandsa said: "We intend to maintain and 
where possible exceed those standards — and that can only be 
achieved by every single person involved with the company being 
highly motivated, skilled and totally dedicated to the elderly." 

Dalecare residents are encouraged to be as independent as possible 
and to make their own decisions about their care and life style. 

They also have the chance to integrate with the local community. 

Facilities at the home include whirlpool baths, a physiotherapy room 
and a nurse-call system with an intercom. 
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MEMORIALS 

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM 

EDWARD HARRIS 

108 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
TEL: HIGH WYCOMBE 25997 

Estimates without obligation 
Write or phone for brochure 


New and Secondhand ELECTRIC 


Wheelchairs & Scooters 


★ FAST REPAIR SERVICE 
★ BATTERIES & TYRES FITTED 


Buckingham 


Nobility 


Centres 


0TT)€ DOOR 


To advertise in this newspaper please 

contact: 

Mark Roberts or David Holden on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 


GET FIT, 
NOT 

FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT 
LOSS 

MONITORED BY 
EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE 
WEIGHT LOSS 

It’s simple and safe — one pill per 
day makes you feel less hungry and 
enables you to keep to a calorie 
controlled diet. A complete 
re-education of eating habits to aid 
permanent weight reduction. 
Monitored by experienced doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

Berkshire Diet Centre 

18 Cross Street, Reading Berks 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: (0734) 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday /T uesday / 

Thursday/Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm; 

Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 




( 0280 ) 

816808 


CONTINUED FROM P9 


Call to ministry 



Priest in class 


IF you think God might be call- 
ing you to a fuller lay ministry, 
perhaps as a Reader or a Lay 
Worker, do get in touch with: 
The Revd Martin Gillham. The 
Vicarage, Kintbury, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG15 0TS. 
Telephone: 0488 58243. 

Ordained ministry 

If you think your call is to the or- 
dained ministry please contact either: 
Canon Martin Peirce, 70 Yarnells 
Hill, Oxford OX2 9BG. Telephone: 
0865 721330; or the Revd Judith 
Mount, St Mary’s House, Charlton- 
on-Otmoor, Oxford OX5 2UQ. 
Telephone: 0865 733513. 

Courses 

Regular courses and workshops are 
offered by the Oxford Diocesan In- 
stitute for Theological Education and 
Training through the local Ar- 
chdeaconry Christian Training 
Schemes. They cover many aspects 
of spiritual life and experience and 
may help you to identify and develop 
your own particular gifts. The 
1989-90 Chiltem Christian Training 
Programme for instance includes 
“Called to Ministry” a course for 
anyone called to a position of 
responsibility in their local church 
and “Telling the Good News”, a 
one day course in basic evangelism. 
For more information, please get in 
touch with Gill Pratley at Diocesan 
Church House, telephone 0865 
244566 or any of the following In- 
stitute staff: Canon Vincent Strud- 
wick. Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB; 
The Revd Dr N. Cranfield, St 
Mary’s House, Chain Street, 
Reading RG1 2HX; The Revd Philip 
Roderick, 18 Sunters Wood Close, 
Booker, High Wycombe, HP12 
4DZ; The Revd Gill Sumner, 9 
Chalfont Road, Oxford 0X2 6TL. 


Explaining 

Vocation 

A GROWING number of Voca- 
tional Conferences are arrang- 
ed by dioceses, groups of 
dioceses, organisations and 
theological colleges. In 1990 
these will include: 

Christian Conference for Young 
People, St Stephen’s House, Oxford, 
January 3-6; 

Vocational Conference for 
Students, Salisbury and Wells 
Theological College, January 3-6. 
Details from Vocation Advisers. The 
Advisory Council for the Church’s 
Ministry, Church House, Great 
Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ. 

Christian Vocation Conference, 
Trinity College Bristol, March 
30-April 1, Details: Conference 
Secretary, Trinity College, Stoke 
Hill, Bristol, Avon BS9 1BO. 

“You and the Ministry” 
weekends (for men and women): in- 
clude January 19-21, Leicester; May 
11-13 Northampton (focus on non- 
stipendiary ministry); October 12-14 
Stafford. Also Parish Experience 
Week, September 8-16 for those 
considering professional ministry 


who would like a chance to 
“shadow” an ordained man or 
woman. Details of all the above and 
other conferences from: The Revd 
Di Lammas. Vocation and Ministry 
Unit, Church pastoral Aid Society, 
Falcon Court, Fleet Street, London 
EC4Y 1DB. 

In addition, the following also 
organise vocation conferences and 
weekends from time to time: Addi- 
tional Curates Society, 264 
Washwood Heath Road, Birm- 
ingham B8 2XS. Black Anglican 
Youth Association, 5 Mean wood 
Towers, Towers Way, Leeds LS6 
4PJ. The Church Army, (Captain 
Andrew Crooks), Independents 
Road, Blackheath, London SE3 
9LG. 

The Society of St Francis organise 
“Consider your call” weekends for 
anyone aged 18-30 wanting to ex- 
plore their sense of vocation. 
Details: The Novice Guardian, The 
Fria~y, Hillfield, Dorchester, 
Dorset, DT2 7BE. 

Pilot project 

GRAHAM Hendy, Team Vicar of 
St Mary’s, Slough, is researching in- 
to training for voluntary lay ministry 
in England and Wales. Although his 
work is still at an early stage he says 
that he has already been suprised by 
the remarkable range of commis- 
sioned or licensed ministries. 

In some dioceses, for instance, 
there are not only Readers and Lay 
Workers but also Worship Leaders 
and Pastoral Care Workers. As a 
result of his project he has set up a 
short pilot course at Slough as part 
of the Thamesway programme of the 
Chiltem Christian Training Scheme, 
and covering topics such as Ministry 
in the Old and New Testament, 
Ministry in the Reformation, Peo- 
ple of God, the Ordained Ministry, 
Lay Ministry Today and Monday 
Morning Ministry. 

Although already oversubscribed, 
the pilot course could eventually pro- 
vide the basis for others thorughout 
the Diocese. 

Checklist for 
One World 

One World Week, October 22-29, 
is there to remind us of our global 
responsibilities (see also 
September’s DOOR). 

• Do we put our money and our 
investments into the building of 
a better world for all people? 

• Do we encourage the companies 
we work for to seek always the 
common good? 

• When we shop, do we take care 
to buy from those who seek tQ 
serve the wellbeing of all? 

• Do we really try to avoid waste, 
which is so harmful to the en- 
vironment and therefore to all of 
life? 

• When we shop, do we refuse un- 
necessary double packaging and 
the use of indestructable plastics? 

• Do we try to encourage cleaner 
foods produced without the 
harmful use of chemicals? 

• Do we try to use environment- 
friendly materials in our homes 
and lives? 

• Do we actively seek justice for 
all of life? 

Roy Scott 


Malcolm Foy writes about his 
non-stipendiary ministry 
WHEN I first offered myself 
as a candidate for non- 
stipendiary ministry, a ques- 
tion which I was frequently 
asked was: “Why do you want 
to be ordained, and do your 
job?” 

But in many respects this is the 
wrong question, since the sense of 
vocation in any form of Christian 
ministry is not so much of an in- 
dividual’s choosing, as of their 
response to a call from God. Like 
many others who offer themselves 
for this form of ministry, I felt that 
God was calling me to serve him 
as a priest within the context of my 
“ordinary life”. 

The challenge facing the non- 
stipendiary minister is to resolve 
what it means to be an ordained 
presence in the workplace. In this, 
there is no established model. 
Although there are affinities 
with industrial chaplaincy and sec- 
tor ministries such as hospital, 
prison and school chaplain, such 
links ignore the distinctiveness of 
non stipendiary ministry. For, 
unlike the industrial chaplain, the 
NSM does not come into the 
workplace from outside but is a 
member of a particular work 
force. 

In many respects, the non- 
stipendiary ministry can be 
frustrating because it is difficult to 
exercise any explicit ministry 
where one works. Yet I believe the 
value of an implicit ministry is 
much undervalued in a society 
which too easily focuses on what 
a person does at the expense of 
what he is. 

Firstly, the priest and the 
teacher are representative people. 
In the same way that the NSM is 
probably the only “official” 
representative of the Church, 
many of his colleagues will en- 
counter on a regular basis so a 
teacher is the only adult with 
whom children come into contact 
regularly apart from members of 
their own family. 

Secondly, the priest and the 
teacher may both be seen in the 
role of fellow-traveller. A tradi- 
tional model of priesthood is that 
of one who assists others in their 
spiritual quest, while some of the 
most significant moments in 


teaching occur when a teacher 
becomes a fellow-traveller with his 
pupils in order to articulate the 
questions they wish to ask in order 
to learn more easily. 

Thirdly, both priest and teacher 
are encouragers of growth. The 
priest may be primarily concern- 
ed with “spiritual” growth and 
the teacher with “academic” 
growth, but the two spheres are 
not mutually exclusive. Both are 
concerned ultimately with 
awareness of transcendental 
values. 

Then, both the priest and the 
teacher are working to reduce pre- 
judice against those who are “dif- 
ferent” — by exposing the 
common humanity we all share. 

Finally, the priest and teacher 
are, in their own sphere, the focus 
for that which gives meaning to 
life. Perhaps it is this which is 
potentially the most significant 
part of non-stipendiary ministry 
for it is given to an NSM to be seen 
to represent the Church in that 
very area of activity which gives 
people social identity and value. 

Paradoxically, many people see 
their work as meaningless, i ei me 
spiritual discipline of a Christian, 
particularly a priest, ought to 
make him able to have a different 
perspective of things. In order to 
grow into wholeness it is vital that 
we affirm the “resurrection” ex- 
periences which arise out of initial 
despair and so change the water 
of the mundane into the wine of 
meaning. It is no less the function 
of the teacher to point out the 
landmarks which are meaning- 
giving to our own culture and that 
of others. 

In the classroom, I am there to 
serve the pupils and to enable 
them to grow in maturity. At a 
professional level I do not so much 
expect them to embrace Chris- 
tianity for themselves (though I 
would be delighted if they did) as 
come to respect the significance of 
the religious quest. It may be that 
this awareness will later provide 
the beginnings of repentance (in 
the sense of turning) against the 
materialism they will find in the 
world outside. 

The Revd Malcolm Foy is Head of 
RE at Maiden Earlegh Com- 
prehensive School , Reading and is 
licensed to serve in St Michael's 
Parish , Tilehurst. 


CUT YOUR 
PRINTING BILLS 
NOW 

Church Mags, Church 
Postcards, Draw tickets, 
printed stationery, volume 
photocopying, etc. 
Ring Bruce for details on: 
Buckingham 
0280 814566 
Also Free collection & 
delivery service available. 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 

* FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


^NEW ALTAR TABLET^ 
MEMORIAL LECTERN? 



Oxford cabinet maker will design and mdke 
all sorts of church furniture to 
your requirements. 


John Milnes 

Brook House, Brook Street 
Oxford 0X1 4LQ 
Tel: (0865) 790787 (day) 
Tel: (0865) 245751 (ev/wk end) 


M 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE 
DAIMLER, JAGUAR 
ALSO MERCEDES 

\ V- 




For weddings and 
special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 



CLEAN HOMES & CARPETS 

TOO BUSY FOR 
HOUSEWORK? 
LET US DO IT . . . 

Weekly, fortnightly or 
just once 

READING 502863 
OXFORD 728933 
MAIDENHEAD 
34608 





CHURCH 

ORGANS 

by 

VISCOUNT 

A unique selection of eighteen 
classically voiced organs, priced from 
£425 to £6,000 for church or home 
practice 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 
Hartspring Ind Park 
Hartspring Lane, Watford 
Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone 01-370 3431 
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Money and power 


Last December the Bishop of Oxford , the Rt Revd Richard Har- 
ries , sent out his Articles of Enquiry to all parishes in the 
Diocese. From May until July he made an official Visitation 
to each of the 29 deaneries accompanied by a team of Diocesan 
officers. In his address to each Deanery he aimed to respond 
to the particular needs and concerns of that Deanery. However , 
many of the issues raised apply to the whole Diocese. In this 
edition of The DOOR Bishop Richard considers money and 
power. 


Are you satisfied with the level 
of giving in your parish? 

If no, what plans do you have 
to improve it? 

The majority of parishes in the 
Diocese answered this question 
by saying that they were dis- 
satisfied with the level of giving. 
The few give generously, but far 
too many still have little under- 
standing of the financial facts of 
parish life. 

There is little point in simply 
moralising. The fact is, that a 
vast change has taken place in 
the financing of the Church in 
recent decades, and not every- 
one is aware of the new situ- 
ation. Even two heads of Oxford 
Colleges, in discussion with me 


It is simply a way of ensuring 
that the parish clergy get their 
pay packets in full and on time 
every month. To call for a 
reduction of the Parish Share is 
in fact to call for a reduction in 
clergy salaries. 

In the Diocese of Oxford 75p 
out of every £1 of our income 
goes to support the Parochial 
Ministry. On the 1989 budget 
this amounted to £5,704,000. 
The majority of this money 
comes from direct Christian giv- 
ing. Some 60p of every £1 of 
our income comes from the 
Parish Share. 

Some congregations have the ( 
burden of an historic, expensive 
building to maintain. But I have 


T he Way forward ft 


not long ago, revealed that they 
thought the Church of England 
was financed by a combination 
of the State and the Church 
Commissioners. 

They were amazed to hear 
that 42% of clergy salaries (52% 
in this Diocese) in the Church as 
a whole now comes from direct 
Christian giving. 

A very high percentage of 
answers to my Articles of En- 
quiry suggested that the Parish 
Share was a great burden which 
ought to be reduced. But this, I 
am afraid, implies a lack of 
understanding about what the 
Parish Share is. 


been amazed at how successful 
some small villages have been in 
raising huge sums. 

Some parishes in the Diocese, 
which teach on tithing, have no 
financial problems. Others have 
deeply-committed and success- 
ful stewardship schemes. But the 
returns in the Articles of En- 
quiry were devastatingly honest, 
in that the majority of parishes 
in the Diocese said that little or 
no teaching on money was ever 
given. 

There are many ways into 
Christian giving. The first and 
most important is the spiritual 
one. To learn to give is to begin 


DID YOU KNOW? 


• Paying, housing and supporting the 
parochial clergy takes 75% of the Diocese’s 

annual income and costs £5,704,000 

• Parishes contribute (the Parish Share)... £4,652,000 

This is 60% of the Diocese’s income or £1.37 per week 

per electoral roll 
member 

• In 1986 the actual average weekly giving 

was £1.52 

• The average cost of an incumbent including 

salary, training (local and central), housing, 
moving and retirement grants, local 
expenses, pensions and Social Security costs 
(paid by the Church Commissioners) is 
around £21,800 


Figures based on 1989 Budget 


to share in the freedom of 
Christ. Sometimes, the poorer 
people are, the more they know 
this. Some of the most generous 
people in our churches are old 
age pensioners, living on their 
pension alone. 

Secondly, there is the 
realistic, practical approach. 
The average cost of maintaining 
a parish minister is now some- 
thing like £21,800 a year. In 
most parts of the Anglican com- 
munion the maintenance of the 
clergy is the very first call upon 
parochial income. 

Thirdly, we can think in terms 
of specific percentages or 
targets. Some parishes in the 
Diocese are asking that as a 
Diocese we quite explicitly teach 
the Biblical principle of tithing. 
The Church of England has call- 
ed for every church member to 
contribute five per cent of take- 
home pay to the support of the 
church. 

Members of the Parish 
Resources Department are 
available to come to talk to 
PCCs about Christian giving 
programmes. These will be 
specially-designed to the cir- 
cumstances and needs of your 
particular parish. 


INFLUENCE 


Many people on the visitation 
will have met Jim Peddell and 
David Haylett, who attended 
almost all of the 29 Visitation 
evenings. They have fresh ideas 
about how Christian giving 
might get off the ground in 
parishes, so please do not hesi- 
tate to use their services. 

The one question that baffled 


some parishes was: What do 
you do in your parish to help 
people relate their faith to their 
daily lives? 

1. In the power and influence 
they exercise. 

2. In the powerlessness they ex- 
perience. 

I apologise if this question was 
not as clear as it ought to have 
been. But out of the replies I 
would draw two points. First, 
we all, whoever we are, have 
some power and influence in the 
world. Moreover, there is the 
fact that in this Diocese there are 
a good number of people who 
wield great power and who have 
real influence in the world of 
affairs. 

Many people making key 
decisions in our social, 
economic and political life live 
within the Diocese. I wonder 
how much help we are really 
giving such people to make deci- 
sions that will help the world to 
approximate more closely to 
what God has in mind for it? 

Secondly, we all have areas of 
powerlessness, weakness and 
vulnerability in our lives. If we 
take St Paul’s theme seriously, 
that God can work most effec- 
tively in and through us when 
we are most conscious of our 
weakness, then these areas of 
our experience are crucial. 

Moreover, many people are 
above all conscious of their 
comparative weakness, the han- 
dicapped and disabled, the frail 
and elderly, the lonely and those 
who have lost out in one way or 
another through the changing 
economic circumstances of our 
time. The point of need in others 
and the point of need in our- 
selves is that through which God 
works. 


Faith at work 


Faith and work groups in the Diocese: What does it mean to 
be a Christian in the office or factory? 

Are there certain jobs as a Christian I should not do and is some work 
more ‘ Christian * than other? As a person at work what should I pray about 
and how should / do it ? How do l manage all the pressures of work, family 
and Church and which should come first? 

These and other questions are the kinds of issues that get shared and struggl- 
ed over in our Faith and Work Groups. If you think there are 6-8 other 
people in your parish who would like to join you and form a group then 
you should get in touch. 

The aim of Faith and Work Groups is to provide an opportunity for lay 
people to explore the relationship between their faith and their working lives. 
(Paid or unpaid.) They are very practical and are based on an action — 
reflection — action model; so that all the time spent in the group is directly 
relevant to group members as they seek to live out their lives as Christians. 

If you want to belong to a group like this and want to find out how to 
set one up then training is provided and you should contact the Revd Keith 
Lamdin at Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. Telephone 
(0865) 244566 or The Revd Ron Mitchinson at 20 The Glebe, Cumnor, 
Oxford OX2 9QA. Telephone (0865) 862535. 


THE CENTRE 


Come for healing and spiritual conselling with 
JOY TREVOR who has been helping people 
to wholeness and harmony for 18 years. 

Come and discover your healing potential at 
our information workshops covering every 
aspect of healing. 


GREENWOOD 
COTTAGE 
Silver Street, 
TETSWORTH 
Oxon 0X9 7AR 



Continuous 
programme 
throughout 
the year 
Tel: (084428) 323 


Sheila's Wedding World 



For your special day, choose a 
beautiful designer label bridal 
gown from an extensive collec- 
tion of over 200 stunning 
dresses. 

Either to hire or buy at very 
realistic prices. 

Also bridesmaid dresses, veils, 
head-dresses, tiara's, etc. 

For personal unhurried attention 
in a friendly atmosphere 
telephone MAIDENHEAD 
777391 anytime including 
evenings and weekends. 


presents 


EVELYN GLENNIE 

Timpanist & Percussionist 
* with Philip Smith (piano) 

Thursday 5th October 1989, 8pm 
SHELDONIAN THEATRE 
Broad Street, Oxford 

OXFAM Broad Street 
OXFAM Book Shop, St Giles 
OXFAM JStimmertown, Banbury Road 
OXFAM House, 274 Banbury Road 
OXFAM Area Office 

Tickets in Oxford, Information Centre, Oxford 
Prices: £20 

Includes pre-concert buffet. Divinity Schools, Bodleian Library, 6pm 

£15 £8.50 £3 

OXFAM Area Office, 1 Windmill Road, Headington 
OXFORD, OX3 7BL (0865) 742000 


(0865) 241333 


(0865) 56777 
(0865) 742000 
(0865) 727855 



RED VEINS PERMANENTLY & SAFELY REMOVED 
BY MEDICALLY APPROVED METHOD 

• ELECTROLYSIS • WAXING • FACIALS • 
MAKE-UP • EYE LASH TINTING 

ESTABLISHED 14 YEARS 

READING (0734) 471122 

94 SOUTHVIEW AVENUE, CAVERSHAM, READING 
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is the Church Newspaper of the Diocese of 
Oxford. It is produced by the Diocese in 
Association with Oxford Newspapers — part 
of Goodhead Publishing and is distributed by 
Church Membership to 1 50,000 readers in 
the three archeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this newspaper please 
contact: 

Mark Roberts or David Holden on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 



o The 

Samaritans 


COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Ordinary people who care for the 
Desperate, Lonely, Suicidal. 

Amersham 432000. Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. Newbury 42452. 

oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011 

Always mere ai me end oi me line 

Sitting properly doesn^t 
have to be a pain 
in the back. 



About a quarter of the population suffer from backaches 
sometime in their lives. Cintique, after careful study and research, 
have done much to help in the relief of such problems. The Cintique 
Back Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove, shown here, 
is a fine example from it. 

A classic style designed to fit into any environment, the four 
models in the Highgrove collection all have Cintique’s unique 
springing system and high supporting back to give you the extra com- 
fort and support your back needs. 

Come in and sit down — ■ | IfHI 14*^ 

you’ll feel better already. ■■ 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE are pleased to announce that they have 
been appointed main agents for Cintique Chairs and Settees. 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 

Telephone High Wycombe 33222 DEPT TD 


WANTED 



Forgiving helpful advice to those 
looking for a new fitted kitchen 

I f you are thinking of 
having a new fitted 
kitchen then this is the 
man to find. Barry Nash 
is a 


en T. 

b V 



kitchen 
fitter 
trade, 
and now 
he runs 
Kitchen 
Friend. He has been 
seen allover Oxfordshire 
(see maps) giving 
friendly, helpful advice 
to people just like you. 


If you have a problem 
kitchen, he can solve it. 
.His range of kitchens is 
competitively priced and 
he has 



his own 
team of 
fitters, 
plumbers 
and 

electricians. For free 
kitchen plan / survey 
please call: ... 


i KITCHEN Friend'. 


10-12, Milton Road, Sutton Courtnay Abingdon 
Tal ( 0235 ) 848203 
17, Banbury Road, Kldlington 

Tal ( 08675 ) 2622 
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GUARDIAN HOUSING 

"I'VE been here for only five days and already I feel totally 
settled and at home!" 

This what Mrs Quinton, one of the first residents of Guardian 
Housing Associations' latest development in Banbury, has to say 
about her new home. 


Lighting a 


new world 


Guardian Court is comprised of 54 one and two bedroom luxury 
flats set in private, quiet landscaped grounds in Duke Street. 
Mrs Quinton and her neighbour Mrs Rouse both agree that settling 
into these retirement homes was the best move they could have 
made. 

"We hre delighted with everything/' said Mrs Quinton. "There's 
a beautiful resident's lounge where wfe can meet for a chat, and 
plenty of shops opposite and I'm right next to my church and all 
my friends." 

Mrs Rouse agrees and added. "The fact that we have a resident 
Vvarden and security warden is very reassuring." 

The security system is activated by pull cords in each room with 
a speech unit in the hall. 

For details contact: 0865 311711 and ask for Janet Blay. 


RETIRE IN A STYLE TO WHICH YOU'LL BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED 


GUARDIAN COURT, MIDDLETON ROAD, BANBURY 

Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms. 

SHOW FLATS 

PRICES FROM £59,5Q0 , N . OW ° PE ^ ! 

Friday to Monday 

• Resident Warden Uatn to 4pm 

• 24 hour emergency alarm system • Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Residents’ lounge 8c guest suite • Double glazing 

• Gold Medallion central heating system • Lift 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION. 

ANCHOR HOUSE, 269A BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD 0X2 7HU 
TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 



Tel: 

0462 

420110 


SHARPS 

bedrooms 


PROJECT 


15 Bancroft 
Hitchin 
Herts 


D E S 


6 N 


are pleased to supply 
fitted bedroom furniture for 
Guardian Housing Association 

HELPING YOU TURN HOUSES INTO HOMES 


ASSHETONS 

Congratulate 

Guardian Housing 
Association Ltd 

on their success in 
providing Retirement 
Housing 

ASSHETONS 

SOLICITORS 

99 Aldwych 
London WC2B 4JF 

Telephone: 01-242 6282 


IN the house of the present 
Bishop of Oxford, hangs a por- 
trait of one of his predecessors, 
Charles Gore, who a hundred 
years ago caused a storm by 
editing a volume of essays. The 
volume was entitled Lux Mundi 
and the essayists were teachers 
at the University of Oxford at- 
tempting to understand and ex- 
press the Christian faith in the 
light of recent scholarship and 
modern concerns. 

Gore, Principal of Pusey 
House, had learned from West- 
cott at Harrow School that a 
critical mind could be applied to 
the text of the Bible, and that this 
could legitimately produce new 
expressions of the truth that lies 
behind all our searching. 

In his preface to Lux Mundi 
Gore wrote: “The real develop- 
ment of theology is . . . the pro- 
cess in which the Church, stand- 
ing firm in her old truths, enters 
into the apprehension of the new 
social and intellectual move- 
ments of each age, and because 
the truth makes us free, is able 
to assimilate all new material, to 
welcome and give place to all 
new knowledge, and to throw 
herself into the santification of 
each new social order, bringing 
forth out of her treasures things 
new and old.” 


Incarnation 

To commemorate the volume, 
Robert Morgan, University lec- 
turer in New Testament 
Theology and Fellow of Lin- 
acre, has gathered a formidable 
group of essayists to produce 
The Religion of the Incarnation ” 
(Bristol Classical Press, 1989). 
The writers were all teaching in 
Oxford when the volume was 
proposed (though some have 
moved elsewhere), and their 
common interest is to explore 


“The Incarnation” — a label for 
something most Anglicans 
believe is central to Christian 
faith and practice, and which we 
must be careful not to discard, 
or reduce to meaninglessness in 
a time of change. 

This book is well worth buy- 
ing, not least because the 
writers, all from a broadly 
liberal Catholic position, take 
seriously not only what tlieir 
predecessors wrote, but the way 


in which the Anglican balance of 
tradition and reason is worked 
out. Gore believed that a tradi- 
tion has to change — not 
something that many in our 
parishes wish to hear. 

The essayists in this new 
volume help us to understand 
how a tradition changes, and 
while Gore’s volume caused a 
storm by provoking people to 
think that a revolution was tak- 
ing place, this one may well help 


those who are beginning to 
understand that there is a contin- 
uing theological revolution 
which is inherent in the develop- 
ment of a tradition. 

We may all th£n be helped to 
regard change with that same 
calm “gravitas” that the artist 
has captured in the portrait of 
Gore in the Bishop’s home. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Vincent Strudwick is Director of 

the Diocesan Institute. 

• * 


YOUNG DOOR 


Green path of faith 


I HAD never been to a Greenbelt festival before, 
and so was quite stunned by the sea of tents and 
people when I arrived with the small group from 
the Oxford Diocese. The festival had been 
described as a “Christian Carnival” and with the 
potential of making twenty thousand new friends 
it was a breath-taking scene. 

The four jam-packed days took place in the 
grounds of Castle Ashby, Northampton, and con- 
sisted of music, art, films, plays, seminars and 
discussions. All the marquees hosting the activ- 
ities were grouped together and provided cons- 
tant entertainment. 

“The Fringe” had a non-stop supply of jug- 
glers, comics, street theatre and poets; one of 
whom commented rather tactfully on the toilet 
facilities which had to be approached with’ 
courage and preferably a nose clip! New talent 
was also put on display when the Greenbelt 
fashion show presented an amazing wealth of 
young designers. 

The two hundred hours of seminar were hous- 
ed in five separate marquees, and during the 
weekend all aspects of Christianity were dis- 
cussed — from the troubles in Ireland and 
evangelism to humour and the theology of story- 
telling. Music was the most prominent form of 
entertainment; Gospel, jazz r folk, the blues, metal 
and of course rock, all brought in big names and 
great music. There was also classical music 
available. 


All this noise and enthusiasm made the atmos- 
phere very relaxed and warm, and it was exhil- 
arating to see and be part of twenty thousand 
people, young and old, as they worshipped the 
Lord together. This was especially evident on 
Sunday when the worship was really uplifting and 
energetic. 

Elias Chacour came from Palestine and spoke 
strongly for peacemakers. He talked about their 
role through their faith when dealing with the 
terrible sufferings in countries at war and also 
with problems nearer home. Consequently the 
gifts collected at the service benefited all man- 
ner of worthy causes. There was a great sense 
of wellbeing as so many people of different races, 
denominations and opinions were brought 
together to sing and dance their praises. 

This service illustrated the hope which Chris- 
tians have fox the future. The happy atmosphere 
was not disturbed by any unrest such as drugs 
and Greenbelt’ s belief that our creative gifts are 
most effective when used to praise and wonder 
at God’s world was surely upheld. 

Greenbelt was, and is, a pathway linking the 
Church and the world outside and showing how 
they can work together to benefit those who are 
in need. I look forward to returning next year. 

Melanie Whitehead . 

Melanie is about to enter the sixth form in Henley 
to do A levels in English, German and Dance. 


PILGRIMS 


Always, 


those uplifting arms 


GOD has always been very real to me 


as long as I can remember, and that belief 
in Him has been nurtured by experience 
and personal need. 

At the age of 14, I unwittingly became 
involved with strangers who subjected me 
to a form of sexual abuse. These people 
had a hold over me, which, at that young 
age I was unable to break. I was afraid 
of what they might do to me if I stopped 
seeing them or told anyone about it. When 
I Finally managed to free myself, thank- 
fully my fears were unfounded. 

Because I had not come to terms with 
the incident and accepted the pain it had 
caused me, the memory was repressed. 
The result was that I then became anorex”- 
ic for several years. Fortunately, I even- 
tually overcame the anorexia but then 
suffered prolonged periods of depression, 


until I was helped to relive the buried 
memories. 

Through all this experience, I never lost 
sight of God but did recognise, at first, 
how totally dependent I could be on Him. 
The phrase “Underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms” (Deut 33.27) became a 
significant symbol for me. 

Beneath me, imaginary arms were out- 
stretched. When I felt like giving up, I 
allowed myself to totally let go and to 
believe that I could be caught in these 
arms. This trust never failed, because 
each time I was lifted gently back to 
sanity. 

Dependence was the lesspn I learned. 
Later I found that 1 could be held closely 
in these arms as well. At these times God 
is “physically”, as well as spiritually, pre- 
sent in my life. 


During my work I mix with many peo- 
ple who are disadvantaged in several dif- 
ferent ways. Some are criminals, others 
rejected by society and many unable to 
cope with life. I find Christ to be very 
much in the midst of their lives as He was 
when on earth. 

Jesus chose some of the most unlikely 
people to be His disciples, and He mixed 
with outcasts and sinners. The response 
these people made to Him demonstrates, 
for me, that spirituality is manifested in 
acceptance of God, however unworthy we 
may feel. He loves us as we are and not 
as we may pretend to be. 

- Margaret Southgate 

Margaret Southgate is a general and 
psychiatric nurse. She lives in Bucking- 
hamshire. 


Perring 

HOME FURNISHING 


are pleased to be involved 
with the furnishing of the 
show flats for 


GUARDIAN 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 


Guardian Court, 


Middleton Road, 
Banbury 


Perring, St. Ebbes Street 
Tel. OXFORD 240631 
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The Willow Tree 


PRIVATE 
NURSING HOME 


(REGISTERED WITH RUGBY DISTRICT HEALTH AUTHORITY) 


Hillmorton, Rugby. 
Telephone: (0788) 74689 


A unique Canadian-style property on one floor which offers the highest 

professional nursing care. 

Single and shared rooms available, some ensuite, every room equipped with 
appropriate call facilities,. TV and telephone points. 

★ ★★★★★★★ 

Two acres of pleasant secluded gardens. 

Close Care Individual Units to be shortly developed on adjoining building. 

This nursing home meets all the equirements of the 1984 Nursing Home Act 

NOW UNDER SOLE OWNERSHIP OF HARRY HARDING 

who along with the matron, Hilary Strong, welcome any enquiries or informal visits 

- TELEPHONE: (0788) 74689 - 








The Door, October 1989 


Page 15 


The DOOR opens on: St Nicolas’ Church and the Peachcroft Christian Centre, Abingdon 

New beginnings all round 





THE Revd Martin Lovering, 
Vicar of St Nicolas’ Church is 
married to the Revd Jenny 
Lovering, the Minister of the 
Peachcroft Christian Centre. 
Apart from that, however, these 
two places of worship in 
Abingdon appear to have very 
little in common. 

St Nicolas’, standing in a 
cramped space at the heart of the 
town’s ancient centre, is one of 
its landmarks and has a history 
stretching back at least to 1 184 
— when, the Chronicles of Ab- 
ingdon Abbey recorded an 
allowance of food and ale for the 
“Chaplain of St Nicolas’’. The 
Christian Centre, on the other 
hand, has just celebrated its 
second birthday — and only a 
large cross distinguishes the 
little building from the new 
Community Centre, the new 
shopping centre, and the new 
houses of the Peachcroft Estate. 

Energy 

The congregations, too, are 
very different. Small as it is, the 
Peachcroft Centre is bursting 
with energy, unhampered by 
tradition and with a core of com- 
mitted Christians of all 
denominations, many of them 
couples with very young 
children. It was built specifically 
to be a visible Christian presence 
to the surrounding modern 
estates, and, as a result, despite 
its ecumenical basis and short 
history, it seems to have a very 
clear sense of its own identity 
and pastoral purpose which is to 
provide both a centre for wor- 
ship and a local base for the 
work of The Church in Abing- 
don. “Some people have a real 
sense that God has called them 
to worship in this place and that 
they have left their denomina- 
tions behind,” says Jenny 
Lovering. 

St Nicolas’, on the other hand, 
is at a turning point in its long 
history. With its First permanent 
priest for 500 years the church 
can now assess what its role 
within the Anglican Team 
Ministry and the Church in Ab- 
ingdon should be. It has a core 
of committed but independent 
minded people, a proportion of 
whom work in local schools 
and research establishments, 
who come to express their 
doubts as well as their faith, and 


to enjoy the rich diet of 
stimulating and sometimes pro- 
vocative sermons by visiting lec- 
turers and chaplains. 

For example, thanks to an 
1811 bequest from the Revd 
Richard Bowles, a Fellow of 
Trinity College, Oxford is ap- 
pointed to deliver up to six ser- 
mons a year at the church. 

The Church in Abingdon 
ecumical project comprising 
four Anglican churches, one 
Roman Catholic, one Methodist 
/ United Reform, one Baptist 
and the Peachcroft Christian 
Centre also means that many 
more activities such as Mission 
90, the Neighbourhood network 
Scheme and action for the 
Homeless are organised 
ecumenically over the whole 
town. 

Martin Lovering himself is 
used to a mobile ministry, he is 
a former engineer, who was first 
ordained into the non- 
stipendiary ministry with a 
“roving commission’’ and his 
work as Abingdon’s “odd job 
man” took him to the nearby 
RAF station as temporary 
chaplain when the chaplain was 
in the Falklands. 

Fellowship 

However, he recognises that 
St Nicolas’ position in the 
Market Place as well as its 
history, make for both challenge 
and growth in his pastoral work. 
While he is anxious to par- 
ticipate in the town’s ecumenical 
events he doesn’t want to be 
distracted from the primary task 
of building up the faith and sense 
of fellowship of his own con- 
gregation. 

For many years there has been 
“open house” to visitors, many 
of whom come just wanting a 
quiet space in which to find 
God. A house group meets 
regularly once a fortnight. There 
is a weekly prayer group in the 
vestry and the beginnings of a 
bookstall. Recently the Church 
undertook the sponsoring of a 
club for five-to-seven-year-olds 
on one of the modem housing 
estates. At the same time, the 
opportunity for regular exhibi- 
tions in the church and the soon- 
to-be-established Mission 90 of- 
fice in the vestry means that St 
Nicolas’ is increasingly becom- 
ing “the visible focal point for 



the Church in Abingdon.” 

In Abingdon, everything is in 
the melting pot and the 
Peachcroft Christian Centre is 
one of the first and most ob- 
viously exciting things to come 
out of it. Much less obvious, but 
possibly just as exciting, will be 
the outcome of St Nicolas’ own 


search for a role within The 
Church in Abingdon. With Mis- 
sion 90 on the horizon and its 
own fiill-time parish priest at 
last, “St Nicks” seems to be 
following where the Peachcroft 
Centre has led in bringing new 
life to the Market Place. 

Christine Zwart 


St Nicolas’ Church 
History: An 800 year old church 
in the heart of Abingdon, it was 
once part of the Benedictine Ab- 
bey of St Mary (dissolved in 
1538) and was built for servants, 
tenants and visitors to the Ab- 
bey, A few early rectors were 
monks and others probably 
taught at nearby Roysse’s (now 
Abingdon School). From 1410 
the living was held in plurality 
by the vicar of St Helen's 
although retaining independent 
status as a parish church. As a 
result it has always relied heavily 
on visiting preachers and 
chaplains for its services. Now 
part of the Local Ecumenical 
Project called “The Church in 
Abingdon”, it has been united 
in a Team Ministry with the 
three churches which formed the 
former Parish of St Helen’s. St 
Nicolas* now has its own full 
time priest for the first time for 
500 years. 

Clergy: Team Rector and Rural 
Dean. The Revd Canon David 
Manship; Vicar, the Revd Mar- 
tin Lovering; Assistant Priest, 
the Revd Munna Mitra (NSM). 
Also two students on placement 
from Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
during term time. 

Reader: Mrs Lynda Blair. 
Choir: A mixed choir of up to 
16 teenagers and adults at the 
1 lam service. 

Bells: A team aged 12 and up- 
wards ring at St Nicolas’ and St 
Helen’s on Sundays and at 
weddings. 

Sunday School: During Family 
Communion in the bell tower 
room for children aged two to 
eight with two teachers. Once a 
month a family celebration ser- 
vice for about 40 children and 40 
adults. 

Youth Club: Teenagers can join 
St Helen’s Youth Club. 
Magazine: News from St 
Nicolas, a monthly magazine 
edited by Mrs Pat Brightwell. 
Christian Focus is the 
ecumenical monthly magazine of 
The Church in Abingdon and 
District. 

Bookstall: In Lent and before 
Christmas. Recently booklets 
available at other times. 
Missionary Links: No specific 
ones, but regular donations 
through CMS, SPCK and 
USPG. 

Sunday Services: 1st Sunday — 
9.30am Holy Communion. 

1 lam Morning Prayer (Sung. 
BCP) with creche; 2nd Sunday 
— 11am Family Communion 
(ASB) with Sunday School; 3rd 
Sunday — 8am Holy Commu- 
nion (BCP/ ASB alternately), 
9.30am Celebration Family Ser- 
vice for children and parents. 

I lam Morning Prayer (Sung 
BCP) with creche; 4th and 5th 
Sundays — I lam Family Com- 
munion (ASB) with Sunday 
School. 

Hymn Books: Ancient and 
Modem New Standard. 
Weekday Services: Wednesday 
lunchtime ecumenical service 
during Lent and Advent. 
Wednesday lunchtime ecu- 


menical Communion on special 
days. 

Other activities: The Church is 
available for exhibitions and 
displays by Christian charities 
during the week. In Abingdon as 
a whole there is a 
Neighbourhood Network 
Scheme. The town is divided in- 
to eight neighbourhoods where 
members of The Church in Ab- 
ingdon try to meet and en- 
courage one another and to look 
after the pastoral and spiritual 
needs of their neighbours. The 
Church in Abingdon is planning 
a Mission for October 1990. 

The Peachcroft Christian 
Centre 

History: In 1978 a large 
anonymous gift was made to the 
Abingdon Council of Churches 
for an ecumenical Christian 
presence to be established on the 
Peachcroft estate. More money 
was raised so that the building 
could be completed in 1987 and 
dedicated on May 4, 1988. In 
theory ownership of the building 
is shared by the Anglican, 
Methodist. Baptist and United 
Reformed Church but in practice 
people from other denominations 
including Roman Catholics, at- 
tend activities and services. 
Minister: The Revd Jenny 
Lovering (Anglican). The Revd 
Richard Thomas. Diocesan 
Communications Officer and an 
Abingdon resident, assists occa- 
sionally and so does Dr John 
Harding, a Methodist Lay 
Preacher. Holy Communion ser- 
vices are taken by ministers from 
the four denominations. There is * 
also a great deal of lay participa- 
tion in services. 

Magazine: Weekly News, edited 
by the Revd Jenny Lovering. 
Christian Centre news and some 
local informtion. 

Sunday School: Up to 25 three 
to 1 1 year olds meet in the adja- 
cent Community Centre during 
services on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 
5th Sundays. Six teachers work 
in pairs. Creche every Sunday. 
Parish Links: A new link with 
St Andrew's, Chelmsley Wood. 
Sunday Services at 10am: 1st 
— Family Worship; 2nd, 4th, 
5th-Momfng Worship; 3rd — 
Holy Communion. 

Prayer Books: For Holy Com- 
munion different books are used 
according to the denomination of 
the minister. Other services are 
more informal. 

Hymn Books: Mission Praise 
(1) supplemented by songs / 
hymns on sheets through 
copyright scheme. 

Other Activities: Coffee Pot 
meets Tuesdays lQam-noon for 
everyone. Footprints Club on 
Tuesdays 3.30-4. 15pm for 5-7 
year olds. Meeting Point. 
Thursdays 9.30-1 1 .30am offers 
talks, Bible studies, creche for 
women. S.T.O.P. Fridays 
1 .45-3. 15pm for mums and tod- 
dlers. Also mid week evening 
home groups. There is a strong 
committment to outreach in the 
community and a caring group 
is to be formed mainly to work 
with individuals who seek help 


Royal County of 
BERKSHIRE 

Department of Social Services, 

Slough Division, 
tfighfirtd. Ettferrs Road. 

SkMigh.SI.l2QY 
Telephone: Slough 31211 

It is not all fun being in a children's home. “Stephen" and 
"Zoe" have lived m one for over two years, since they came 
into care following incidents of abuse. We are now urgently 
seeking long-term foster parents for them, so that they can 
grow up in a substitute family, as they are not able to live 
with their own parents. 

“Stephen" is 13 years old and is a happy, lively boy with 
learning difficulties. He is making good progress at his special 
school. Stephen is quite tall for his age and slim, and keen 
on running and cycling. He tends to be “bossed" by his 
younger sister. Zoe. who is 10 years old. 

“Zoe" is a bright little girl who enjoys the company of other 
girts, and likes to think that she is quite grown up. She is good 
at gymnastics and attends a club. She particularfy asks that 
a dog should be part of the family. 

Both children are fussy eaters,* and could drive you made 
just selecting a menu? 

We are looking for a couple who could persevere and put 
up with considerable initial disruption, which will eventually 
reap a rich reward. As “Stephen" and “Zoe" will continue 
to have contact with some of their family, we are looking at 
approximately 100 miles radius of Slough. 

Go on. give it a try! If not for “Stephen and Zoe". why not 
some other chid? 




Please telephone me. Barbara Wiltsher, Senior Social Work Practitioner on Slough 31201. ext 
308. or write to Social Services Department. "Hig h fiekf'. Ledgers Road. Slough. Berks SL1 2QY. 


One of the finest bed and bedroom showrooms in the country 



BEDDY BUYS 

"We make quality 
affordable " 

for 

Beds and 

Bedroom Furniture 

Reform Road 
Maidenhead 

Tel. (0628) 770203 


Open Monday -Saturday, 9am-5.30pm. Sunday, 10am-4pm 
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Toward survival 


Who’s Who 
in the 
Diocese 

The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries* 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford 0X2 ONB 
Tel: Oxford (0865) 244566 
AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HP 16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173 
Archdeacon (From 1990): 

The Revd John Morrison, 
now Vicar of St Mary's, 
Aylesbury. 

OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russell, 

Bishop of Dorchester, 

Holmby House, Sibford 
Ferris, Banbury, Oxon. 
Archdeacon: The Ven Frank 
Weston, Christ Church, 
Oxford, 0X1 1DP. Tel: 0865 
276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
John Bone (From October 
4): Bishop of Reading, 
Greenbanks, Old Bath Road, 
Sonning, Reading RG4 OSY. 
Tel: 0734 692187. 

Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 
DIOCESAN CHURCH 
HOUSE: 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Tel: 0865 244566. 

Fax: 0865 790470. 

The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd 
Eric Heaton, MA 
Tel: Oxford 0865 276161 
Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 
9am College Communion (Term) 
10am Mattins and Sermon 
1 1 .15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 
Weekdays 
7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursday: 

5.35pm Said Evensong and 6pm 
Sung Eucharist). 


OCTOBER 

Sun 1. BROUGHTON PARK, 

start and finish of a sponsored walk 
organised by Deddington Deanery in 
aid of the Church Urban Fund, 
1.30pm to 5.30pm. Two walks — 
1 1 miles or 5 miles — for all the 
family. Sponsor forms from Michael 
Kinchin-Smith, Swalcliffe 773. 
Sun 1. TILEHURST, Reading, St 
Michael’s Church Flower Festival, 
10am-6.00pm. 8pm Patronal Sung 
Eucharist followed by buffet supper. 
Sun 1. WOODEATON, Kidl- 
ington. Gardens open 2pm-6pm. 
Exhibition in Parish Church. All 
proceeds in aid of Church restora- 
tion fund. Details: Kidlington 2163. 
Mon 2. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8.00pm. A Contemporary 
Christian Challenges Lecture on 
Cults by Mr Peter Clarke. Further 
details from Course Secretary, 
Reading 65340. 

Wed 4. CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL, Oxford, 11am 
Consecration of the Venerable John 
Bone as the Bishop of Reading by 
His Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Some seats available on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

Wed 4. STOKENCHURCH, 
Parish Church, 7.45pm. Bisham 
Riverside Concert Band are perfor- 
ming in aid of the Church extension 
fund. Tickets £2.50. Details: Rad- 
nage (024026) 2383. 

Fri 6. BUCKINGHAM, Parish 
Church, 8pm. Annual Cotteslow 
Lecture The Churches’ Witness to 
Government by the Revd Dr Richard 
Jones, one-time lecturer in Social 
and Pastoral Theology at Man- 
chester University. 

Sat 7-Sun 8. AYLESBURY, All 
Saints Hulcott Flower Festival, 
10.00am to 6.00pm Saturday. 
10.00am to 5.00pm Sunday. 

Fri 13. OXFORD. Catholic 
Chaplaincy, off St Aldates’. Betty 
Luckham of Catholic Association for 
Racial Justice, the organiser of a 
Congress of Black Catholics in 
1990, is speaking at a bread and 
cheese lunch after 12.15pm Folk 
Mass and also at St Augustine’s 
School, Iffley Turn at 7.30pm. 

Sat 14. MARLOW'. All Saints 
Church, 7.30pm. The Reading 
Pheonix Choir are performing in aid 
of Church restoration fund. Details: 
Marlow 71610. 

Sun 15. WING. All Saints Church, 
7.30pm. Concert by girls of 
Aylesbury High School in aid of 
Church restoration fund. Details: 
Gerry Knights (0296) 688180. 

Mon 16. BRACKNELL. Langley 
Hall, 8.00pm. A Contemporary 
Christian Challenges Lecture on 
Modern Liturgies by the Revd 
Christopher Irvine. Further details 
from the Course Secretary, Reading 
65340. 


Mon 16. DORCHESTER AB- 
BEY. 7.45pm Eucharist celebrated 
by Bishop Richard. The theme is 
Unity, especially within the Church 
of England. Followed by wine & 
cheese at £1 .50 each. All welcome. 
Details: Miss P. Raikes, 2A New 
High Street, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 7AQ. 

Thurs 19. OXFORD. St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road, North Ox- 
ford. Meeting of Oxford & District 
Church Missionary Society Associa- 
tion at 7.30pm (Refreshments) for 
8.00pm. Introducing a tape/slide 
presentation “Our Strength Is 
Weakness”, featuring the Church in 
Pakistan. Speaker — The Revd Bob 
Wilkes, Middle East & Pakiston 
Secretary of CMS. All welcome. 

Fri 20-Sun 22. OXFORD. St 
Aldates’ Church. Mini confrence on 
Christians in Society. Main speakers 
will include John Stott and Ernest 
Lucas of the London Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity. Also 
workshops on specific areas such as 
sport, the environment etc. Details 
from Hugh Skeil, 1 1 Dynham Place, 
Headington, Oxford or from the St 
Aldates’ Parish Centre. 

Wed 25. SLOUGH. Baylis Secon 
dary School, Gloucester Ave, 
7.30pm. Multi-Cultural Celebration 
for Peace. Further details: Revd 
Derek West, Community Chaplain, 
Slough 26369. 

Thurs 26. WINSLOW, Bucks. A 
day with flowers & gardens at 
Winslow Public Hall from 10.30am 
to 3.30pm. Lecture with slides by 
Ursula Buchan and demonstration of 
floral art by Gerry Drakard. £7.50 
including lunch. Tickets available 
from Mrs A. Wigley, Sunnyside, 
Horn Street, Winslow, Buckingham. 
Proceeds to Church Urban Fund. 

Thurs 26. WING HALL, Wing, 
8pm. ‘Arctic Summer’, an illustrated 
talk on the 1988 polar scientific ex- 
pedition to Borup fjord by Gerry 
Knights, F.R.G.S. In aid of All 
Saints Church restoration fund. 
Tickets £1.00 available from Gerrv 
Knights (0296) 681198 or (0296) 
688180. 

Fri 27. OVING, Bucks. All Saints 
Church, 7.45pm. Talk by the Revd 
Dr Edward Muhima. Team Leader 
of African Evangelistic Enterprise. 

Fri 27-Sat 28. SUTTON 
COURTENAY. The Abbey 
Residential workshop — Life For 
All — Christian Social Witness 
through the Ages. Friday 6.30 to 
Saturday 5.00pm. Details: Abingdon 
(0235) 847401. 

Sat 28. BISHAM. All Saints. 
7.30pm. A recital for the Feast of 
All Saints, given by the Church 
Choir with Rhuddian Davies. No 
tickets. 


Sat 28-Sun 29. SHADDON, Bucks. 
Heritage Festival in St Mary’s 
Church, depicting many aspects of 
village life from long ago to the 
recent past. Information: 0908 
501967. 

Sat 28. STOKENCHURCH. SS 
Peter and Paul Supper dance, 
8-1 1 .45pm in aid of the church ex- 
tension fund, tickets £5 inc. supper. 
Details: Radnage 2383. 

Mon 30. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8.00m. A Contemporary 
Christian Challenges Lecture on 
Religion and Broadcasting by the 
Revd John Newbury. Further details 
from the Course Secretary, Reading 
65340. 

NOVEMBER 

Thurs 2. OXFORD, St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road, Oxford, 
10. 30am- 12.00. CMS coffee mor- 
ning. Dr Bertha Hensman on “The 
Church in Western China Today”. 
Sat 4. AYLESBURY. St Mary’s 
Church. Day conference on the 
Church and the local community 
with a speaker from the British 
Council of Churches Community 
Work Unit and displays from other 
churches in the Diocese. £3 in- 
cluding food (unwaged £1.50). 
Wheelchair access and creche (book 
in advance). Details from Jeremy 
Scothen 0296 28518. 

Sat 4. WOODSTOCK. 
Marlborough School, 2.30pm, 
“Music in Worship” workshop led 
by the Director of the Royal College 
of Music Suitable for choirs, singers 
and clergy. Refreshments available. 
£1 per person. Further enquiries 
from the RSCM, Secretary: John 
Simpson, 10 The Limes, 
Dorchester-on-Thames OX9 8LL. 
Wed 4, 5, 6, 7.30pm. WITNEY. 
St Mary’s Church. Ancient and 
Modern Players present ‘Murder in 
the Cathedral’ by T.S. Eliot. Tickets 
£2 and £1 for OAPs and children 
under 12. 

Fri 10-Sun 12. SUTTON 
COURTENAY, The Abbey. 
Residential workshop on The 
Message of The Gospel — And the 
role of the Church as its mediator. 
Friday 6.30pm to Sunday 2.00pm. 
Details: Abingdon (0235) 847401. 
Fri 10. OXFORD. John Radcliffe 
Hospital Academic Centre. Study 
day for hospital chaplains and care 
workers on coping with a major 
disaster. Details: Mrs Maureen 
Gaskell, 0865 752540. 

Sat 11. OXFORD. Christ Church 
Cathedral, 1 lam. Memorial service 
for Margaret Rodger. 

Mon 13. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8.00pm. A Contemporary 
Christian Challenges Lecture on 
Religion and Politics — Is the 
Gospel for the Rich? by the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford. 
Further details from the Course 
Secretary, Reading 65340. 



Getting their bearings at Carfax, Oxford’s central point, with 
the help of Masoud Yazdani of Abingdon’s Interfaith Group, 
are a group of pilgrims walking from Coventry to Canterbury. 

They passed through the Oxford Diocese between September 
4 and 8 staying at North Aston, Hinksey, Wallingford, Henley 
and Windsor on the way. Led by the Revd Ian Ball (left) a 
teacher and non-stipendiary minister, they chose Coventry as 
a starting point because it has become a symbol of reconciliation. 

The pilgrimage arrived at Canterbury in time for the Festival 
of Faith and Environment which started on September 15. 


Fri 17. BANBURY, Southam 
Evangelical Church, 10.30am- 
3.30pm. Women's World Day of 
Prayer conference. Theme “A bet- 
ter tomorrow: justice for all”. Of 
special interest to those organising 
the Day of Prayer next March. Ad- 
mission by ticket, £1 from Mrs J. 
Wiggins, Wharf Cottage, Market 
Square, Lower Hey ford, Oxon 
3NY. Please send SAE. 

Mon 13-Sun 19. PRISONERS 
WEEK. Theme this year: “The 
Scapegoat”. For more details or ad- 
vice on speakers contact the 
Chaplain at your nearest prison or 
young offenders' institution, or the 
Revd Brian Dodsworth, Assisstant 
Chaplain General (South), Prison 
Services Chaplaincy, PO Box 250. 
Wokingham, Surrey,GU22 7JB. 
THE THEOLOGY OF CREA- 
TION is the theme of the Society for 
the Study of Theology’s annual 
residential conference from Apr 2-5, 
19*90 at St Andrew’s University. 
Speakers include the Revd D. Arthur 
Peacocke, St Cross College, Oxford. 
.Full residence £95. Details: The 
' Revd Dr Peter Sedgwick, Dep of 
Theology, University of Hull HU1 1 
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CHURCH, RELIGION & 
SOCIETY, the new MA course, is 
offered by the College of St Paul & 
St Mary, Cheltenham and Trinity 


College, Bristol. A Postgraduate 
Diploma course in the same subject 
is also available. Details from Dr 
Susan O’Brien, College of SS Paul 
& Mary, The Park, Cheltenham, 
GL50 2RH. 

CLINICAL THEOLOGY 
ASSOCIATION. Human Relations 
Pastoral Care and Counselling — a 
two-year course of twelve 3-hour 
Seminars in each year led by 
authorised tutors of the Association. 
Details from the Administrative 
Secretary, St Mary’s House, Church 
Westcote, Oxford OX7 6SF. (0993) 
830209. 

STOP PRESS 

Oct. Wed 18. OXFORD. Si Theo- 
savia’s. 2 Canterbury Road at 
8. 15pm. Ecumenical Society of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The Revd 
Canon A M. Allchin will speak on 
“All Anglican Approach to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.” 

CHURCH HOUSE GARDEN. 
Now that the main planting season 
has begun those gardeners in the 
Diocese who were interested in Mr 
Jim Snell's request for plants for 
Diocesan Church House gardens in 
the July issue of The DOOR, are in- 
vited to contact him at Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. (0865) 244566. 




Alternative 

investments 

One Village works directly with community 
based craft enterprises bringing hope, improved 
opportunities, better working conditions, and 
increased earnings to people in very poor parts of 
Africa, Asia, South America. Investment in this work 
can have dramatic benefits. Each £1000 invested 
in stock flow can be enough to fund ten full time 
jobs, or many more part time jobs, in very poor 
places where hope has otherwise gone. 

Now with nearly ten years direct experience. 
One Village has two retail shops (in Woodstock- 
Oxford, and in Cheltenham) plus a wholesale 
service which supplies other organizations and 
shops. It stands alongside cooperatives and similar 
enterprises in 15 countries, and provides very 
practical support through product development 
consultancy, as well as direct marketing of the 
products. 

One Village now seeks loans and contributions 
to help finance stock flow for its proposed 
expansion, which hopefully includes a new shop. It 
is expected that the expansion will nearly double 
One Village ability to serve, enabling many 
hundreds of people to find new hope and a 
positive future. Friendly loans of working capital at 
low or zero interest will bring enormous benefit 
Will you help through such an investment or 
through a donation ? 

Please contact: Roy Scott One Village, 
Charlbury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 


one vil 

The World Shop 




Eternal life 

AFTER the high summer we have enjoyed, autumn could be something 
of a shock — the falling leaves, the shortening days, the wind and the 
rain. 

That is why autumn is often regarded not just as part of the rhythm 
of nature, but as a symbol of our human condition, subject as we all 
are to the “ ‘changes and chances of this mortal life”. 

It is commonly observed that the synoptic gospels are dominated by 
the teaching of the “Kingdom”, and the fourth gospel by the teaching 
of “eternal life”. This is hardly surprising, given the different condi- 
tions under which the authors were writing. 

By the end of the first century the expectation of the imminent return 
of our Lord was declining, and the Church had to prepare itself for 
a longer future. The rivalry between the Church and Synagogue was 
growing sharper; divisions threatened the Church itself, and persecu- 
tion was always a possibility. 

The “basics” we have so far discussed in this column arose for the 
most part out of contemporary Judaism. But in the matter of life beyond 
death, it had little to say to comfort the dying or the bereaved. “Sheol” 
was a place of shadows, of departed spirits; it was not unlike life on 
earth, but perhaps marginally less interesting. 

It is not difficult to account for the contrast between Jews and Chris- 
tians on this subject. Orthodox Jewry perforce discounted the story of 
the resurrection of Christ, whereas the Christians were filled with a 
boundless confidence in it as a real event. Not only so, but they had 
confirmatory evidence of His risen presence in their life and worship. 

They did not just look forward to “eternal life”, they already en- 
joyed it and saw no reason to suppose that their experience of the risen 
Christ should be terminated by the accident of death. He was here and 
now, and for ever. 

Autumn is not just a melancholy reminder of the “changes and chances 
of this mortal life”, but an assurance of the life that lies beyond the 
grave for those who believe. “If winter comes, can spring be far 
behind?” 

It will mean an enriched experience of Christ, a new community in 
heaven transcending the bitter divisions on earth and a joyful understan- 
ding of God’s loving purposes for all creation “Eternal Life” will be 
life indeed. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is a former Archbishop of York and the author of numerous 
books. He lives near Banbury. 



THE COMPLETE 
VIDEO 
SERVICE 

WEDDINGS • PARTIES • FUNCTIONS 
• CHRISTENING 

We can supply photographer, discos, cars, wed- 
ding stationery, flowers, food and cakes 

WE DO WHAT THE OTHERS TALK ABOUT 

G.P. SERVICE (0734) 862924 


MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


♦ Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 

♦ High quality wide 
sliding doors 


CLASSIC K™ 04882417 
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